
THE FUTURE OF MOORE PARK SOUTH – EARLY ENGAGEMENT 

Name: Australian Heritage Golf Society Inc. 

Date received: 6 April 2024 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

The Australian Golf Heritage Society Inc (AGHS) has a large number of individual members, 
Golf Clubs, throughout Australia and Internationally. Part of its charter is the recording and 
preservation of the history of the game in Australia.  

AGHS strongly objects to the reduction of Moore Park Golf course to the proposed 9 hole 
course for the following reasons; 

• It was founded in 1913 and became the first public access golf course in NSW.
Preserving the history of the game, via early courses, is paramount.

• Moore Park Golf Course has prided itself on being one of the most accessible
courses for the public and the local community, ensuring golfing in Sydney
remains a fun and enjoyable experience for players of all abilities.

• Some years ago the whole course was upgraded, at considerable cost, to a
championship standard, which has resulted in its popularity.

• In inner Sydney and the Eastern Suburbs there are a number of golf courses,
most of which are private. Moore Park provides the opportunity for those not
able to join an expensive club a top class course to play at a reasonable cost.

• Many of our Members play the course and such a reduction would result in
significant loss of availability of tee times.

• There is already significant open spaces in the surrounding area.

I trust the above views will be seriously considered when the decision on this matter is being 
taken. Just remember your decision supporting the reduction in space will have irrevocable 
impacts lasting well into the 22nd century.  

Ross Howard 
Secretary 
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THE FUTURE OF MOORE PARK SOUTH – EARLY ENGAGEMENT  

 

Name:   Saving Moore Park Inc.  
 
Date received: 10 April 2024 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Future of Moore Park South  
 
Centennial Parkland is seeking the community's views on how it would like to see 20 
hectares of Moore Park Golf Course used for the benefit of the community surrounding 
Moore Park.  
 
Our Association is currently in a state of flux while undergoing a process of renewal. This 
means we are not in the best position to develop options, test these with the community and 
then make a detailed submission on this issue. However, we would like to make a few 
comments.  
 
We do not think asking how this space should be used is the right question when so many 
other questions remain unresolved. While in principle we support the addition of green space 
for the community, we are concerned about a number of aspects of this proposal. 
  
What is the community's need?  
 
The focus of the decision is the local community's need. In our view, this need has been 
created in large part by planning failures by the City of Sydney - its decision to approve large 
scale developments without adequate provision for green space. The City has done a 
reasonable job around Green Square but has evidently taken the view that it didn't need to 
worry about those areas closest to Moore Park.  
 
Which "community"?  
 
We do not question that additional high quality recreational space is needed. However, 
satisfying it by carving out 20 hectares from the golf course can only come at the expense of 
another large section of the community - those whose only opportunity to play golf - and so 
enjoy green space - is on a public golf course.  
 
There is no shortage of private golf courses in Sydney, but membership fees are typically 
beyond the means of most golfers. With 18 holes Moore Park Golf Course thus meets a very 
real community need. It is our understanding that people come from all over Sydney to play 
golf here, demonstrating a very real community need - just a different "community".  
 
What are the financial implications? 
 
Of particular concern is the failure of the Government to spell out the financial implications of 
the proposal. There are several aspects affecting both recurring revenue and capital 
expenditure:  
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 There is a complete lack of transparency as to the level of funding Moore Park Golf 
Course contributes towards the maintenance of Moore Park. However, we 
understand from previous Centennial Parklands management that the golf course is 
overwhelmingly the largest source of revenue required to maintain and enhance the 
Park. So with the loss of significant revenue from the golf course, where is the 
revenue going to come from in future? The Government has given no explanation or 
commitment on this.  

 For the past two years Saving Moore Park has been strongly advocating that the 
Government allocate $12 million toward the revitalisation of Moore Park East for the 
community's benefit. To date it has declined to do so. A token amount has been 
provided, much of it swallowed up in consultancy fees.  

 So if the Government is unwilling to commit to sensible funding of the Park's 
revitalisation, what can the community reasonably expect the Government to 
contribute towards the capital cost of the proposed 20 hectare redevelopment?  

 This is particularly relevant given the capital costs likely to be required to create safe 
pedestrian access across South Dowling Street by those living west of the park.  

 We are also concerned that, having used regulation to override legislation to permit 
the continuation of car parking on Moore Park for events at the SCG and SFS, albeit 
for a limited time, with the reduction of revenue from Moore Park Golf Course, the 
Government will have a financial incentive to continue this car parking well beyond 
the new dates to which it has committed.  

 In short, enhanced access to the golf course area will be at the expense of enhanced 
access to the other side of the Park. So, it has the potential to become a question of 
robbing Peter to pay Paul.  

 
What alternatives have been considered?  
 
There are several lower cost and less disruptive alternatives which will provide meaningful 
access to additional green space for the local community. These include:  
 

 Completion of the cycle path on the northern side of Dacey Avenue, an improvement 
we have long advocated.  

 Providing access to the course on one or two golf-free days each quarter.  
 Constructing a cycle path across the course, something which exists at other golf 

courses in Australia and overseas.  
 Provision of dedicated space on a little used section of the course for the provision of 

an outdoor mini or put-put golf layout.  
 
Conclusion 
  
Having regard for all these considerations, there must be doubt about whether the 
community really will benefit from the conversion of 20 acres of Moore Park Golf Course into 
green space. We are therefore unable to provide any sensible assessment of how this space 
can best serve the community.  
 
Vivienne Skinner  
President  

 



THE FUTURE OF MOORE PARK SOUTH – EARLY ENGAGEMENT  

Name:  The Paddington Society 

Date received: 10 April 2024 

Thank you for inviting our response to this proposal to transform 20 hectares of Moore Park 
Golf Course into a new public park. 

The proposal is strongly supported by the Society as we desperately need more green 
space in our fast-densifying city. 

We have the following suggestions for the new park: 

 Context: We ask that Greater Sydney Parklands (GSP) first undertakes a Masterplan 
for green spaces in the precinct which aims to provide a wildlife corridor chain from 
the Harbour to Botany Bay, including wetlands, Randwick Racecourse and other golf-
courses further south. The Masterplan should also look at precinct drainage patterns, 
flooding control and irrigation. 

 The new Park will need good connection to the rest of Moore Park, Centennial Park 
and the surrounding residential areas, but is currently isolated by major roads. We 
recommend more pedestrian crossings and bridges/overpasses. The intersection at 
Dacey Ave and Anzac Parade, and Cleveland St and Anzac Parade, where the new 
Park will meet Centennial Park and Moore Park, in particular needs to be more 
pedestrian friendly. A new pedestrian overpass to the Eastern Distributor at around 
Danks St or Corning Park would also provide connectivity to residential 
neighbourhoods. Consider too an overpass over Cleveland St linking the new Park 
with Moore Park proper. 

 A landscape design that includes passive recreation, walking, cycling and running 
tracks, and Child Play, as a priority, since the rest of Moore Park largely caters for 
organised sport. 

 A landscape design that features indigenous history, and endemic species that 
encourage biodiversity and water sensitive urban design. 

 Involve the City of Sydney in the landscape design since it has skilled resources and 
deep local knowledge. 

 The new Park needs a viable funding and maintenance plan that will keep it in public, 
not commercial, use. 

 That Infrastructure NSW prepare a Business Case for the new Park, as they did for 
the SFS Stadium, to properly value parkland assets, to consider options, and to 
provide transparency to the community. 

We ask the Department of Housing, Planning and Infrastructure and GSP to consider our 
suggestions, provide a publicly available ‘What we Heard’ report, and give us feedback on 
the development of the design of this project. 

Esther Hayter, President 
Per Linda Gosling, Vice President 
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THE FUTURE OF MOORE PARK SOUTH – EARLY ENGAGEMENT  

 

Name:   Paddington Darlinghurst Community Group 
 
Date received: 10 April 2024 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

In October 2023 the NSW government announced that 20 hectares of Moore Park Golf 
Course will be transformed into a new public park. 
 
The NSW Government also announced implementation of the proposal will commence after 
July 2026. 
 
We question this timing- what is the hurry? This is a massive project and must be done 
correctly if we are to have the success we all strive for. 
 
We are told that guiding this discussion paper are seven core measures of success. They 
are: 
 
1. high quality recreational park of 20 hectares that is easy to access and well connected to 
Inner and Eastern Sydney 
2. multi-use space which creates a legacy for the diverse needs of a growing city 
3. backyard for residents of Zetland, Waterloo, Redfern, Surry Hills and Kensington 
4. destination which extends the Moore Park visitor experience and retains its status as a 
sporting and entertainment hub for the community 
5. Enhancement of the existing environmental and cultural values of Centennial Parklands, 
including Caring for Country outcomes. 
6. future for public golf at Moore Park that retains a minimum 9 hole golf course, the driving 
range and clubhouse 
7. sustainable approach which enables operational excellence 
 
Further we are told that “Implementation of the Government's proposal by Greater Sydney 
Parklands will be informed by community feedback and seek to achieve design and 
operational excellence to ensure a high quality outcome and lasting legacy for the people of 
Sydney”. 
 
This planning should not be hurried- to achieve success with all seven core measures is 
going to take 5 to 10 years at the least. 
 
Let’s ensure our planning is long term, not just focused on July 2026 
 
Why? 
 
1. Access & Connectivity- A high quality recreational park in Moore Park South will require 
easy access with excellent connections to the other parts of Moore Park/Centennial Park 
and the residents in the surrounding suburbs. 
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This access and connectivity DOES NOT exist at present. It will require a substantial 
investment in infrastructure such as pedestrian/cycling overpasses over roads such as; 
 

 South Dowling Street 
 Dacey Avenue 
 Anzac Parade 
 Cleveland St 

 
For instance – a crossing from Dacey Ave, north side, over Anzac Parade to Centennial park 
needs to cross 9 lanes of traffic, a bus corridor, a shared path and the Light rail tracks. 
 
If done properly all the five “islands” of Moore Park can be connected with each other and 
with Centennial Park. What a legacy this would be for the people of Sydney- the Tibby Cotter 
Bridge connecting East and West Moore Park is a good example. 
 
We note that the Moore Park Master plan 2040 finalised in 2017 had as its second Principle 
 
“Better connected and more permeable 
Increase public access to and across the Park while breaking down barriers to 
pedestrian and cyclist flow” 
 
Which is what is needed for the success of the Moore Park South proposal. 
 
But in the past 7 years there has been no increased public access to Moore park- as 
evidence we highlight the so-called community consultation for the Moore Park East (MPE) 
landscape plan. 
 
This consultation commenced in Nov 2021 and stage 2 of the works were finalised in March 
2024.The Community argued for better connectivity and access around MPE- but nothing 
happened. 
 
Connectivity and access still blocked by; 
 

 Bus Corridor, which could be shortened, made narrower, given that Bus numbers 
have been drastically reduced since the Light Rail commenced running. 

 Rooster Elite Sports field 
 Bus Terminus- gates always locked- why? 
 Swans elite Tramway Oval – boundary fence should be altered to allow access 

around ground and to the Light rail stop 
 

2. Funding 
 
To achieve success with all seven core measures this proposal needs to be adequately 
funded. 
 
Not just to cover the loss of revenue as a result of halving the current 18 hole Golf Course. 
 
It will need massive Capital investment to; 
 

 Build a high quality recreational park 
 Build the connecting infrastructure 
 Restructure the existing 18 hole to a 9 hole golf course 



 
Until such funding is assured the existing 18 hole golf course should be retained. 
 
3. Moore Park public Golf Course- a great asset for Sydney 
 
Sydney is very fortunate to have such a high quality 18 hole PUBLIC golf course so close to 
the CBD 
 
It is not elitist- it is a public course we should be proud of. 
 
The Lord Mayor of Sydney is totally wrong when making statements such as;  
 
Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore, a long-time supporter of reducing the golf course to nine 
holes, told a council meeting on Monday night the Moore Park Golf Club was not used by 
locals from the surrounding area but by wealthy outsiders. “Last time [this issue came up] 
there was the most amazing campaign from golfers from the north shore and the eastern 
suburbs, who really like this course,” she said. “They drive their very expensive cars… 
When I was at a meeting of the community board just a week ago, there was even a Rolls-
Royce in the car park. “So it’s not for people of Redfern and Surry Hills and Waterloo and 
Green Square. This is being used by people who drive to Moore Park, park in the park and 
play golf.” (SMH 23 Nov 2023) 
 
What is elitist is the NSW government granting of 25 year leases over PUBLIC land of 
sections of Moore Park East to the major professional football codes. 
 
4. Role of the City of Sydney 
 
The Premier in the announcement on 22 October 2023 said 
 
“The NSW Government will also commence discussions with the City of Sydney on a 
memorandum of understanding on ongoing maintenance of the new park” 
 
We are concerned about any role of the City of Sydney in the funding and ongoing 
maintenance & control of this “new parkland” 
 
As residents and ratepayers we have a right to know before any agreements are made, 
especially in a Council election year 
 
Over the past 20 years when Centennial Parklands have asked the City of Sydney to 
contribute to the funding of infrastructure such as a Children’s Playground the City of 
Sydney has always declined, despite the Community’s needs. 
 
The only real playground in Moore Park was removed from Moore Park West for the 
construction of the Eastern Distributor in 1999- despite frequent promises a new 
replacement children’s playground has NOT yet been built 
 
SUMMARY 
 
We don’t think the proposal is creating NEW parkland – it is just a re-badging or change of 
use of existing parkland. 
 
The growing communities surrounding Moore Park require and deserve new additional 
parkland. 
 
We suggest that the following process should be adopted by the NSW government. 



1. Greater Sydney Parklands (GSP) responds to the Discussion Paper and provides a 
What We Heard Report in 3rd quarter 2024. 
2. GSP then prepares a project proposal with estimated costings, on how this 
transformation of 20 hectares aligns with the seven core measures of success. 
3. Given the importance of Moore Park/ Centennial parklands to the people of NSW 
our members ask that the Government commission Infrastructure NSW, the NSW 
Government’s independent infrastructure advisory agency, to prepare a Business 
Case to enable it to take final investment decisions on the South Moore Park Proposal 
as they did for the rebuilding of Allianz Stadium.This would ensure a transparent 
process that allows all community members/ Government Agencies and major 
stakeholders to be fully informed 
4. The lease for the existing 18 hole golf course be extended for 2 to say 5 years, to  
allow the necessary planning, community discussion and to allow the necessary 
access & connectivity infrastructure to be built prior to redevelopment of the parkland 
 
Our submission can be made available to all and we, our members, look forward to being 
part of this ongoing discussion. 
 
 
Will Mrongovious  
Convenor  
 



 

 

  

THE FUTURE OF MOORE PARK SOUTH – EARLY ENGAGEMENT  

 

Name:   Raleigh Park Community Association (David Park)  
 
Date received: 5 April 2024 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

On behalf of the Raleigh Park Community Association, we totally reject to any changes to 
Moore Park Golf Club with its existing 18 hole golf course. 
 
The proposed night golf section adjoins Raleigh Park Estate which have 6 apartment blocks 
with over 300 residences that looks directly over the 6th hole fairway. It is totally 
unimaginable the impact of light pollution, noise/activity of night golf for the residents. As a 
community there would be over almost 1000 residents in the Raleigh Park Estate. 
 
Attached is a more detailed and broader assessment of our concerns which I hope you take 
the time to review. 
 
Again from the wider community being involved in a number of consultation meetings there 
has been no support to the changes purposed.  
 
ATTACHMENT  
 
Overall Concept/Purpose  
 
Changing the existing 18 hole championship golf course to only 9 holes allowing 20 hectares 
for public space.  
 
Half a million people visit Moore Park (across driving range, golf course and clubhouse) and 
82 percent of those people visiting live within 10kms. Of those, 18 hole rounds account for 
80% annual revenue.  
 
What Moore Park golf course provides  
 
Moore Park Golf Club provides an 18 hole championship golf course, established in 1913.  
Access for a large number of visitors mostly local plus its a major tourist attraction given the 
popularity of golf for tourists and unique that it’s in the heart of Sydney.  
 

 Annual visitors over 500,000  
 One of the busiest public golf courses in Australia  
 Over 80% are regular visitors and live within 10 kms  
 Annual revenue over $15M  
 Profits are contributed back to Moore Park trust to fund local sport activities  

 
Location/Transport/Access points  
 
Moore Park South is an island and has no connectivity or pathway to Centennial Park  
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The proposed park has poor transport/public access and is effectively an island surrounded 
my major arterial roads of Anzac Pde, Dacey Ave, Southern Cross Drive, Cleveland St. The 
light rail stop at Moore Park is ineffective and can only bring people from Kingsford or 
Randwick not beyond enticing people to drive so any new access points would further 
impact the road transport links plus the cost to construct. Current traffic volumes and noise it 
creates does not contribute to a peaceful parkland plus it’s under a major flight path for 
Mascot airport.  
 
Given the transport issues its expected the majority of users would drive especially if there 
were with elderly people, children for picnics or bringing bikes etc.  
 
Construction of new parking facilities will only reduce green space and incur costs.  
 
Again given the expected increase in residents which is West of Moore Park we should 
create green space closer to that area and not change a golf course to green space which is 
already highly used 7 days a week. By considering this proposal you are not creating any 
new green space but reducing it with no real forward planning for the expected increase of 
residents. Where new residential developments are being built they must create their own 
green space in that area as a development condition.  
 
There are more and better opportunities on the western area being Zetland/Waterloo side 
plus redeveloping Redfern oval which is no longer the Rabbitohs home base and use the 
wider area of that park.  
 
There are a number of older commercial/industrial sites in the western area Beaconsfield, 
Alexandria that could be converted to new green space zones. The Suttons site at Rosebery 
with 4.5 hectares of land sold for $300M recently. Why have we not used this as new public 
space for the Alexandria/Zetland group of high rise apartments. Any apartments on this land 
should be low rise and provide a substantial area for green space. Also if there was a major 
concern for green space why have we allowed this parcel of land to be sold to build more 
apartments. Forward planning would have been to buy this site and reallocate the funds from 
the Moore Park South project and have 4.5 hectares of land as new green space.  
 
Better to review new opportunities on the western side plus use the better assess flow to 
promote Sydney Park a purpose built park with 41 hectares. There are many parks being 
Turruwul Park, Waterloo Park, Alexandria Park, Erskineville oval, Prince Alfred Park that 
could be expanded and reassessed. Going wider beyond 5 kms there is substantial facilities 
all along the entire beach coastline. From the south side there are a large number of green 
spaces from, Kensington Park, Snape Park, Roland Park, David Phillips sporting field, 
Heffron Park sporting complex plus Malabar rifle range and headland under underutilised. 
 
Other opportunities would be Randwick racecourse which has a large unused area and 
could be used in conjunction with the AJC. There is already direct access from light rail, 
parking plus all facilities for food and toilets.  
 
Economic/Financial cost  
 
Any proposed changes to Moore Park South have not assessed the financial cost.  
 
Earthworks, excavation, access to water for ponds, disruption to the local area, transport, 
and overall construction period.  
 



Infrastructure facilities in the park some being admin office, bike, walking tracks, toilets, food 
stations plus a new parking facility effectively taking away green space. The initial cost could 
be well over $250M. Also what would be the ongoing cost to maintain this park land.  
 
Currently the revenue generated from Moore Park golf effectively covers all the outgoings in 
maintaining the golf course land with surplus funds back to Moore Park trust for sporting 
activities so currently there is no cost to the public. Changing the golf course will reduce 
revenue.  
 
Environmental/Wildlife  
 
Like all golf courses Moore Park provides important environmental benefits:  
 
Urban cooling, flood and stormwater management, water filtration and purification and 
carbon sequestration. According to the Community Benefits of Golf in Australia report 
released last week: “Academics at the University of Melbourne undertook an assessment of 
golf course biodiversity, and found:  
 
The structural complexity of vegetation on golf courses is around 50-100 percent higher than 
that of residential gardens and urban parklands.  
 
Beetle and bug abundance on golf courses is 6-10 times greater than that within other 
nearby parks.  
 
Bee species richness on golf courses is around 3-4 times that of remnant heathlands.  
 
There are around 50 percent more bird species on golf courses than in urban gardens and 
parks.  
 
What will be the wildlife environmental impact in transforming 20 hectares of land  plus the 
surrounding ecosystem. Habitats, wildlife will actually be wiped out. Any proposed night golf 
facilities would further impact the sensitive nature of our wildlife.  
 
Night Golf  
 
The proposed night golf section adjoins Raleigh Park estate which have 6 apartment blocks 
with over 300 residences. It is totally unimaginable the impact of light pollution, noise/activity 
of night golf for the residents. Also with light poles there would be a further impact to 
nocturnal wildlife.  
 
Summary  
 
Focus on creating new green space not taking away existing green space for no logical 
reason.  
 
Changing Moore Park golf course will be detrimental to the overall area and really has no 
forward planning for new residents on the western side on Southern Cross Drive. Focus on 
creating new green space on the western side.  
 
The location as it stands being an island between major roads links is the most logical and 
perfect space for a golf course which it has been for over 100 years.  
 
Both the economic and environmental cost would be devastating if this goes forward.  
Work with Moore Park golf in retaining the 18 hole championship course and look for unused 
space that might be available for public access.  



 

 

  

THE FUTURE OF MOORE PARK SOUTH – EARLY ENGAGEMENT  

 

Name:   Kingston Heath Strata Committee (Owners Corporation of SP  
   50708) 
 
Date received: 9 April 2024 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

I am writing to you on behalf of the residents of Kingston Heath regarding the proposed 
redevelopment of Moore Park Golf Course. It has come to our attention that Sydney Council 
is considering the rezoning of this historic 18-hole championship golf course, a decision that 
has sparked deep concern and dismay within our community. 

Since its establishment in 1926, Moore Park Golf Course has been a cherished public asset, 
providing not only recreational opportunities but also serving as a vital green space for our 
residents. We are troubled by the lack of transparency surrounding the Council's decision-
making process and the failure to fully disclose any potential conflicts of interest with 
developers. 

As residents directly affected by the proposed changes, we urge the Council to engage in a 
more transparent and inclusive consultation process. The current approach, characterized 
by limited public engagement and fragmented discussions, does not adequately represent 
the interests and concerns of our community. We believe that a full council community open 
forum is essential to ensure that all stakeholders have the opportunity to voice their opinions 
and explore alternative options for the future of Moore Park Golf Course. 

We are particularly concerned about the potential impact of the proposed redevelopment on 
our community's well-being. The prospect of rezoning the golf course, reducing it to 9 holes, 
and allowing for further development raises serious concerns about the loss of green space 
and recreational amenities for residents, especially children, the elderly, and individuals with 
disabilities. 

Furthermore, the proposal to install floodlights for night-time sporting events is deeply 
troubling. The prospect of constant bright lights penetrating into our homes poses significant 
health risks, including sleep disturbances, fatigue, headaches, stress, and anxiety, 
particularly for vulnerable populations. Additionally, the increase in noise associated with 
night-time activities will further disrupt the peace and tranquillity of our community, potentially 
leading to additional health issues such as high blood pressure and sleep disturbances. 

As a community committed to conservation and environmental stewardship, we are also 
concerned about the impact of light and noise pollution on local wildlife. Moore Park Golf 
Course serves as a habitat for a diverse range of wildlife, and the proposed redevelopment 
threatens to disrupt their natural habitats and behaviours. 
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Finally, we wish to highlight the logistical challenges posed by the proposed location of the 
floodlights, which does not allow for adequate vehicle accessibility. This raises concerns 
about the potential for unauthorized access to our property and the associated safety risks 
for our residents. 

In conclusion, we urge you to reconsider the decision to rezone Moore Park Golf Course and 
to prioritize the interests and well-being of the surrounding community. We implore the 
Council to uphold transparency, accountability, and inclusivity in its decision-making process 
and to explore alternative solutions that preserve the integrity and value of this historic public 
asset. 

Thank you for considering our concerns, and we look forward to your response. 

Rita Di Napoli on behalf of Owners Corporation of SP. 50708  

Kingston Heath Strata Committee Member Community Representative 

 



THE FUTURE OF MOORE PARK SOUTH – EARLY ENGAGEMENT  

Name:  St Andrews Strata Committee: Raleigh Park 

Date received: 8 April 2024 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

On behalf of the owners and residents of St Andrews, 91 Brompton Rd, Kensington 2033 (64 
units), we would like to protest against the proposal to have the south portion of the golf 
course available for night golf. 

Our building which is one of 6 buildings on the southern boundary of the golf course directly 
overlooks the golf course. Having the course lit up at night will have a direct impact on our 
residents, affecting their sleep as well as the general view from the units. 

We respectively ask that if the project goes ahead as intended, night golf is not incorporated 
in the plan. 

Norman Dusheiko 
Chair 
St Andrews Strata Committee 
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THE FUTURE OF MOORE PARK SOUTH – EARLY ENGAGEMENT  

Name:  Committee for Sydney 

Date received: 10 April 2024 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction  

The Committee for Sydney is the city’s peak advocacy and urban policy think tank. We are 
an independent, non-partisan organisation with more than 160 members. We are advocates 
for the whole of Sydney, developing solutions to the most important problems we face. Our 
goal is to help our city be the best in the world.  

Feedback on the proposed changes to Moore Park South 

The Committee for Sydney supports the change in use of Moore Park South to expand 
recreation space, and thanks the Greater Sydney Parklands (GSP) for the opportunity to 
comment.  

Accessibility and access  

Specifically, we believe this should include investment in improved pedestrian links between 
the park and surrounding areas, and within the park over major roads.  

The lack of pedestrian prioritisation on major intersections at the corners of this space is a 
wicked problem to solve. With Moore Park cut into five pieces by major roads, stitching it 
back together should be a consideration for any investment in the future of the precinct.  
Innovative thinking on options to achieve better porosity across the park – with the dense 
communities to the west of the park – will be required. While typically grade separation of 
pedestrians is a poor urban outcome, it’s possible these may be required in locations such 
as the corner of Dacey Avenue and South Dowling Street to resolve what are likely 
extremely expensive and complex junctions to solve for the scale of pedestrian journeys that 
a high-quality park will induce.  

We recommend an aim to limit, where possible, the amount of car trips taken to access this 
green space. Vehicle access to Moore Park is already constrained, and becomes even more 
so during major events at the stadia or Entertainment Quarter – so the conversion of Moore 
Park South should consider how it can strictly limit the extent to which the change induces 
car trips. High quality walking and active transport routes will be critical to achieving this.  

Multi-use and multi-purpose  

The demand on open space in eastern Sydney far exceeds the amount of space available. 
This results in a need to ensure that all open space that is invested in is looked through the 
lens of maximising the flexibility and times the space can be used. We encourage the GSP 
to consider investments that ensure spaces are as adaptable as possible. These include:  
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- Lighting that extends the times of day spaces can be used, and making spaces safe 
after dark  
- Investing in base-line infrastructure, such as those discussed in our ‘Plug and Play 
City’ report, that enable low or no-cost music and performances to be undertaken in 
the park  
- Investing in spaces that are resilient to high-use – enabling the use of spaces for 
different types of activity across the day, week and year  

 
Investing in spaces that can be used for different activities at different times – for example, a 
driving range that converts to an AFL field in the evening.  
 
100 year old vision  
 
This is not a simple fix. The broader Moore Park precinct will continue to evolve over coming 
decades, and the investment required in Moore Park South will likely have to be staggered 
over many years. Having an approach that recognises the park will never be ‘finished’ will 
enable long term investment plans to deliver for local communities that will continue to grow. 
This long-term vision also brings to the fore the need to care for this Country, and consider 
the health of the ecosystem that exists and will develop in Moore Park South.  
 
Funding the transformation  
 
To do this transformation well, and deliver a space that provides benefits to local 
communities of all types, will require significant capital investment. Similarly, ongoing funding 
to support the park operations will likely be required.  
 
Given the expectation that Greater Sydney Parklands also fund their own operations, the 
transformation from a (revenue-generating) golf course to parkland, this transformation 
needs to also be attached to funding from central government to the GSP to enable them to 
continue to provide excellent parks across the Sydney area, rather than cut services 
elsewhere to cover revenue gap from removing the Moore Park golf course.  
 
The role of Moore Park South in the wider Moore Park precinct  
 
The Moore Park precinct is incredibly important for Sydney. It provides passive recreation 
spaces, major venues for entertainment and sport, a cultural and 24-hour centre at the 
Entertainment Quarter, active recreation spaces for amateur and professional sports, along 
with having major roads, public transport and active transport routes running through it.  
In holding these diverse uses, Moore Park lacks a clear brand for its role in the city.  
In engaging with stakeholders, it is clear to the Committee for Sydney that Moore Park is 
holding these diverse uses in tension, and – despite millions of visitors a year – there is a 
sense it is not fulfilling its potential. Wayfinding is confused and different uses are seen as 
competing for space rather than sharing spaces.  
 
Is Moore Park our premier major events precinct with a world-class pre and post event food, 
beverage and entertainment offering? Or is the precinct a critical piece of green space? The 
answer, for the Committee for Sydney, is yes to both, but when tensions arise (for example, 
in the case of parking on the grass on major events), these roles come into tension.  
 
What is the city missing that Moore Park could contribute to? Are all parts of Moore Park 
used to their best potential?  
 
In thinking about Moore Park South in isolation, there is a risk we miss the opportunity to 
consider how the transformation of this component of the broader precinct could contribute 



to managing these tensions, or how broader redesign could help deliver a precinct that 
better delivers for all stakeholders.  
 
While this does not require a new masterplan for the precinct, we could encourage the NSW 
Government to think about its vision for the precinct beyond Moore Park South and steps to 
consider how this particular reform could catalyse broader change. 
 
To achieve this, seeking the input of the resident organisations of the Moore Park precinct 
will help ensure the Moore Park South renewal stitches into changes the rest of the precinct 
is crying out for.  
 
Thank you  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to the discussion paper on Moore 
Park South. [contact details withheld] 
 

Eamon Waterford  
CEO 
The Committee for Sydney 
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Name:  Centennial Parklands Foundation 

Date received: 8 April 2024 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Centennial Parklands Foundation (the Foundation) is an independent charitable organisation 
established in 1998 to raise funds, generate awareness and engender community support to 
protect and enhance the vital green open spaces of Centennial Parklands.  

In a usual year Centennial Parklands generates 100% of its operating income. The 
Centennial Parklands Foundation is depended on to help bridge the funding gap. As such, 
any initiative or action that puts at risk any part of the revenue received by the Centennial 
Parklands is of direct interest to our Foundation. Reduced revenue will create a higher 
burden on our Foundation to generate higher level of fundraising, which, particularly in this 
more challenging financial environment, is not something that we feel should be added to 
our burden. As you will no doubt be aware, the Moore Park Golf Course (the Golf Course) is 
a meaningful tenant and therefore revenue generator for the Parklands.  

The Foundation has significant and ambitious goals to generate new and existing projects 
that align directly with the vision of the Government and the relatively newly established 
Greater Sydney Parklands’ agency. A reduced Parklands revenue based would be significant 
strain on these plans which would ultimately be a net negative for current and future 
Parklands’ visitors.   

We are not, at this stage, taking a view on the merits or otherwise of the proposal by the 
NSW Government to concern part of the Golf Course to a new park by repurposing 20 
hectares and therefore reducing the Course to a 9-hole rather than 18-hole course. We 
would, however, be seeking to insist that the NSW Government ensure that any and all 
future “revenue gap” that is create by this proposal is funded by the Government so as to 
ensure that the Centennial Parklands and therefore indirectly our Foundation are no worse 
off as a result of the proposal.  

We would greatly appreciate a response to this concern in writing. I would be happy and 
willing to meet with you and your team at any point to discuss this further.  

Ilan Israelstram 
Chair 
Centennial Parklands Foundation  
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Name:   Bicycle NSW 
 
Date received: 10 Apil 2024 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the plans for the future of Moore Park 
South. 
 
Bicycle NSW has been the peak bicycle advocacy group in NSW for 48 years and has more 
than 30 affiliated local Bicycle User Groups. Our mission is to ‘create a better environment 
for all bicycle riders’, and we support improvements to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. 
We advocate for new cycling routes to provide connections to jobs, schools and services for 
daily transport and recreation trips. Bike riding provides a healthy, congestion-reducing, low-
carbon form of travel that is quiet, efficient and attractive for all ages with the correct 
infrastructure design 
 
We believe it is essential to provide high-quality, accessible open space for the community. 
Bicycle NSW strongly supports the development of a new public park, and the deep 
community engagement currently underway to determine the best possible way forward. 
 
It is encouraging that Principle 02 from the 2017 Moore Park 2040 Master Plan - Better 
connected and more permeable - Increase public access to and across the Park while 
breaking down barriers to pedestrian and cyclist flow - is front and centre of the discussion 
paper. 
 
As noted in the discussion paper, Moore Park South is surrounded by arterial roads on three 
sides and private residential development to the south. There are many barriers to access. 
The existing at-grade crossings of the arterial roads for pedestrians and cyclists are 
laborious, often involve crossing multiple legs, and do not prioritise pedestrians or cyclists. It 
is very difficult to cycle to UNSW and Centennial Park from the booming residential precincts 
around Green Square if you are not confident mixing with heavy traffic. As shown in this 
extract from the City of Sydney Cycleways map, there are currently no safe east-west routes 
across the golf course, and several north-south links are missing. 
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Recommendations:
It is essential to focus on access by foot, bike or public transport. We do not want to 
see more asphalt car parking. The land is too valuable and the need for greenery and 
tree canopy too pressing.
New signalised crossings are needed to enable safe access to/from Moore Park 
South. Marked pedestrian / cycle crossings must be installed on every leg of every 
intersection, signalised or unsignalised. Forcing people to cross 3 legs instead of one 
will result in people taking risks to avoid waiting for such a detour. 
We urge Greater Sydney Parklands to maximise opportunities to incorporate 
new cycling facilities, and upgrade existing routes, in and around the new park. 
The map below highlights missing links in the local and regional bike route network.



Dacey Avenue is a key priority for a safe cycleway and wider walking paths. This could be 
achieved by using some space in the park, or reallocating roadspace by reducing or 
narrowing vehicle lanes. A footpath and cycleway (or possibly a shared path if space is 
constrained) on both sides of Davey Avenue would be ideal to maximise connectivity, 
particularly if the signalised intersections at either end of the road continue to prioritise cars.

A path along the southern edge of the park should be incorporated into the plans, as well as 
improved access to the rear of the SupaCentre.

A shared path (or even better, a separated cycleway using existing road space) along the 
western side of Anzac Parade is also recommended. The high quality path on the eastern 
side is very difficult to access from Moore Park South. The only mid-block crossing requires 
multiple light phases for pedestrians and bikes.

City of Sydney has a strategic bike network map in its Cycling Strategy and Action Plan. It is 
clear that Dacey Avenue is critical to the future network and a route along the bottom edge of 
the park would provide an excellent, scenic and leafy alternative to Todman Avenue for 
riders travelling between O'Dea Avenue (where a cycleway is under construction) to UNSW.



In 2022, Transport for NSW released the Eastern Harbour City Strategic Cycleway 
Corridors. The 30 corridors aim to connect key centres such as Randwick, 
Eastgardens and Maroubra Junction. Exact routes will be subject to detailed design 
and collaboration with councils and the community. The extract from the network map 
shows the area relevant to Moore Park South. New and upgraded paths around 
the park must contribute to the Green Square - Bondi junction corridor and 
improve the Taylor Square to Randwick corridor.



Please refer to theTfNSW Cycleway Design Toolbox and TfNSW Walking Space 
Guide for best-practice guidelines on paths widths and intersection details. 3.0m 
must be the minimum width for shared paths to accommodate the likely volume and 
variety of users, including many people riding e-bikes for work, leisure, caring duties 
and commuting.
Greater Sydney Parklands must ensure that new active transport connections are 
supported with strategies around safety, passive surveillance and adequate lighting. 
Research has found that more than half of women in New South Wales do not feel 
safe walking afterdark in public spaces. 59% of the women reported either feeling 
"not so safe", or "not at all safe" in public spaces at night. Also important is the sense 
that, should something happen, there is a means of escape rather than a sense of 
entrapment. All paths should be designed so that there are escape routes. Avoid 
fenced paths with no exit.
Note that the Greater Sydney Parklands is lucky to have an active and highly 
experienced ecosystem of advocates living and working in the Moore Park area. 
Please collaborate closely with WalkSydney, BIKEast, Bike Sydney and Bicycle NSW 
on projects related to walking and cycling.

Please reach out at any time for help and advice as you develop the active transport strategy 
for the new park.

Sarah Bickford
Bike Planner 
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Name:  

Date received: 

BIKEast Incorporated 

10 April 2024 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

BIKEast, community cycling representatives from Sydney’s Eastern Suburbs is pleased to 
make a submission on the Moore Park South Parklands. 

We believe that providing and maintaining open and accessible space for the community is 
very important. 

We also believe safe, continuous, and connected bike routes will encourage more people to 
ride their bikes more often – an outcome that is consistent with NSW and Local Government 
strategies to realise the considerable individual and public benefits of increasing the mode 
share of active travel (walking and cycling). 

As such, BIKEast submits the following comments. 

Summary of major points / issues 

1. Active transport connections needed on all sides of Moore Park South Parklands (cycling
network connections)
2. Implementation of pathway safety measures (lighting, width)
3. Effective wayfinding signage
4. Minimum of 3.0m width for Shared Pathways
5. Safe signalised crossings to enable safe access to/from Moore Park South

Active transport connections needed on all sides of Moore Park South Parklands 

Walking and cycling (active transport) connections are needed on all sides of Moore Park 
South Parklands. This area is a key East/West connector between Sydney’s Eastern 
Suburbs and Inner West, with various significant places (housing, education, health, 
employment, shopping) spanning this space. 

As a key public green open space area, it would align with NSW policies to encourage 
uptake of active travel to this local location, reducing vehicular congestion. 

Submission  
No. 17 



BIKEast urge Greater Sydney Parklands to incorporate walking and cycling paths –
preferably protected cycleways to ensure that this area can be well utilised and safely 
utilised by people walking and cycling to access these parklands for the various activities.

Cycling network connections

Greater Sydney Parklands must support and add safe active transport infrastructure to 
current and future routes connecting to surrounding infrastructure and connections. The 
diagram below highlights missing links in the local and regional bike route network and key 
intersections for people accessing Moore Park South by bicycle.



Implementation of pathway safety measures (lighting, width)

Research has found that more than half of women in
New South Wales do not feel safe walking afterdark
in public spaces. 59% of the women reported either
feeling "not so safe", or "not at all safe" in public
spaces at night.

“Environmental factors were identified by 
commuters twice as frequently as they were for 
those out at night recreationally.

While the lack of obvious security either by CCTV or
personnel were mentioned, the main environmental
aspect highlighted by participants in both groups
was the level of lighting.

Low lighting levels can exacerbate other physical environment design factors such as the 
possibility
of places where people can hide not just in the shadows but behind walls or vegetation or 
around corners (blind spots). The ability to be able to see what is ahead and to the side is 
important for a sense of safety as women move through the city.

Also important is a sense that, should something happen, there is a means of escape rather 
than a sense of entrapment.



Committee for Sydney: Safety after dark: Creating a city for women living and working in 
Sydney (2019)

Safe options (wide, good surface, good lighting) must be provided for options to ensure 
safety for path users. Path users must be able to see upcoming obstructions / issues with 
the path ahead. We have heard from members, stories of attempted attacks at night, with 
women stating “I would take the road, because at least they would find my body”.

"Lighting is incredibly important. What we do know is that women choose safety over 
convenience in the way that they move around a city," she (Transport for NSW Acting 
Deputy Secretary for Cities and Active Transport, Caroline Butley-Bowdon) said.

BIKEast congratulates Moore Park parklands and supports the recent actions in 2023 to 
increase lighting for the Football World Cup to improve safety for women moving through the 
Parklands spaces. All paths should be designed so that there are escape routes if necessary 
- rather than having fenced paths with no exit.

BIKEast urge Greater Sydney Parklands to ensure that any active transport
connections are supported with strategies around safety passive surveillance and 
adequate lighting.

Effective wayfinding signage

Dacey Ave and Moore Park are critical connectors in this area that will be growing in density. 
Being near the UNSW, CBD and Health precincts means there may be visitors who may be 
near to the area. It is important that effective wayfinding signage is installed for people riding 
bicycles to navigate their way to attractions within or beyond Moore Park South.

Minimum of 3.0m width for Shared Pathways

BIKEast’s preference is to have dedicated, protected cycleways to allow different speeds of 
travel modes easily and safely, however, we understand constraints with utilities and other 
infrastructure. If shared paths are utilised, BIKEast recommended a 3.0m path width to serve 
adequately as a shared path. We consider the current TfNSW Guidelines (2.5m minimum) 
as too narrow, when the safety of pedestrians is realistically considered, particularly now that 
many businesses are served by electric power-assisted delivery bikes.

This desired path width excludes poles which may obstruct / narrow the path, causing 
unexpected movement / conflict.



Safe signalised crossings to enable safe access to/from Moore Park South

We request that marked pedestrian / cycle crossings be installed on every leg of every 
intersection, signalised or unsignalised. Forcing people to cross 3 legs instead of one will 
result in people taking risks to avoid waiting for such a detour.

Other adjacent destinations must also be accommodated when considering accessibility. For
example, it is currently quite difficult to access Moore Park SupaCenta pick up points by 
bicycle, resulting in unexpected behaviour which is unsafe and risky.

Concluding remarks

BIKEast believe the benefits of active travel, including community and worker health as well 
as reducing traffic congestion, are important to the local community, and should be captured 
in Moore Park South planning processes going forward. We encourage Greater Sydney 
Parklands to consider the points we have raised to support and encourage uptake of active, 
healthy and sustainable transport options to move around our city.

Thank you for taking the time to read our feedback.
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Name:  Walk Sydney 

Date received: 7 April 2024 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposal to convert Moore Park Golf 
Course to public open space on the western and southern flanks. 

WalkSydney is the peak body advocating for walking in the Greater Sydney Region. 
WalkSydney’s vision is for walking to be the first choice for short trips around Sydney. 

WalkSydney has three key asks: 

 30 km/hr urban default speed 
 streets that are safe and easy to cross 
 pedestrian priority over cars 

WalkSydney is a member of the Better Streets coalition, an collection of hundreds of 
community organisations advocating for better streets in Australia. 

WalkSydney supports the proposal, in particular because is unlocks green space within 
walking distance for some of the most dense developments in Sydney essential for health 
and well-being1: 

 of a greater diversity of recreational users other than current users, including children 
and teenagers. Walking in green and blue environments is a key component of a 
healthy lifestyle, and major public green space is critical to providing that opportunity. 

 returning a major section of the originally dedicated ‘People’s Park’, commercialised 
for the latter half of its life, to a community asset for the most accessible community 
use - walking. 

Current challenges and opportunities 

 Accessing the Park: Accessing the Park is very challenging - crossing South Dowling 
Streets takes 120 seconds - crossing Anzac Parade takes 130 seconds people are 
often forced to wait nearly half of a five minute walk standing in a hostile, noisy, 
polluted traffic intersection for a red signal to turn green for pedestrians, often for as 
little as 6 seconds. 

 Accessing Centennial Park: People drive past the proposed park to access 
Centennial Park for exercise (see reason above) and there is an opportunity to make 
these trips walking or riding all-the-way, if crossings are improved as part of the 
project, as highlighted by the discussion paper. The severance created by state 

1 Jenny Roe, Layla McCay, Restorative Cities: Urban Design for Mental Health and Wellbeing, 2021 
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roads are within the State governments control, who claim to have the most 
adaptable and coordinated traffic systems in the world (SCATS). The system should 
be used of the benefit of all users, not just car drivers. The main benefit is that, unlike 
Centennial Park main gates, a significant amount of dense residential development 
lies within 15 minutes’ walk of the new parklands, as illustrated below, making it more 
attractive to walk than drive, if their journey within the parkland is barrier-free.

Poor quality internal and peripheral paths: The path infrastructure around the 
perimeter has been allowed to fall into disrepair and is generally of poor quality (e.g. 
Anzac Parade and Dacey Avenue). The perimeter paths do not provide a connected 
network across or around the exterior of the park, and have even less amenity within 
the Park. The Park should be accessible at street level from every side including 
Dacey Avenue and Alison Road.

Opportunity to connect to nearby cycleways: The catchment of people who could 
access the Park could be increased with direct connection to nearby cycleways like 
Bourke Street cycleway.

WalkSydney recommends the following is done:

The Western part of the current golf course and the entire area South of Dacey 
Street is given to public open space, as per the City of Sydney proposal Option 2.

Improved signal timing on the pedestrian crossings accessing the new parkland from 
all sides, and particularly the key barrier intersections identified in the discussion 
paper. Ensure all missing crossings are added to the signalised intersections.

Improve connectivity to, between the two halves of, the Park at street level by 
prioritising walking at all signalised crossings facing park entrances and no more than 
90 seconds wait time.



 
 Calm Dacey Avenue and slow traffic, such as by allowing weekend, and interpeak 

parking on the kerbside lane. This allows you to sweat road assets and minimise off-
street car park so that land can be used for recreational purposes, such as bike 
pump tract or skate park. 
 

 Make it easier to access the Park by public transport by improving crossing and 
peripheral paths, to allow reuse of car parking space for other purposes - see above. 
The staggered crossing at the bus stops north of Robertson Road could be made a 
single stage pedestrian crossing. 
 

 Improve all the quality of all peripheral paths to a reasonable standard - particularly 
on Anzac Parade and Dacey Avenue, and ensure there is street level access from 
every direction. 
 

 Make is easy for people to walk within the park and across any roads, by including 
the existing golf cart overbridge over Dacey Avenue in the area given to public open 
space to enable people to move between the western and southern portions of public 
open space without waiting to cross Dacey Street, or being forced to cross 4 lanes of 
high speed traffic at an unprotected location. This should be in addition to, not 
instead of, surface crossings to access the park. 

 
A key project indicator should be reducing the barrier of the long wait times for people 
walking from the new parkland to Centennial Park across State roads, by: 
 

 reducing crossing length and wait time by making this junction a scramble pedestrian 
and cycle crossing. This would allow people to walk and ride directly from a new 
Dacey Road park directly to the park entrance near Fearnley Grounds. As a 
minimum, TfNSW should use the tools and technology they have to provide different 
signal timing at different times recognising that weekends and interpeak periods 
should accommodate a greater range of people. The crossing between Dacey Street 
and the current Centennial Parklands is a 150m, five-stage crossing across fifteen 
lanes of traffic and a light rail line, and this is clearly unacceptable for a ‘parkland 
walk’. 
 

 Tree planting to reduce the hostile nature of this intersection. The current 
landscaping is completely inadequate to provide any shade or shelter while waiting to 
cross from the north-east. 



Additionally, walking and cycle access through to Salisbury / Balfour Roads should be 
provided to expand the walking catchment in Randwick.

In terms of the specific questions raised, we recommend you prioritise:

paths for recreational walking and riding that connect to the surrounding area. 
The Park needs a peripheral network or walking and separated cycling facilities, as 
well as an internal network of loops to explore the Park or access facilities. The 
standard of these paths must be reasonable so that everyone can enjoy the park, not 
just the fit and able.



amenities such as cafes, cycle hire and toilets close to entrance points to support 
walking and riding, modeled on The Greenhouse, near Waterloo and Randwick.

a community centre for “local living needs” as there is a deficit within walking 
distance:

We look forward to your further consultation on the detailed design of the parklands once
you have landed on a concept and the key enabling works on surrounding intersections.

Marc Lane and Tegan Mitchell
President and Board Member, WalkSydney
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Name:   Sport NSW 
 
Date received: 9 April 2024 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Recommendations 
1. The NSW Government consults directly with Golf and evaluates their Alternate 

Proposal against the Government’s preferred option and recognises the substantial 
evidence and benefits presented in Golf’s submission. 

 
2. The NSW Government commits to a robust consultation process involving 

stakeholders including but not limited to state sporting organisations, local sports 
clubs and LGAs, regarding the community sporting facilities required by the 
burgeoning local population into the future. 

 
3. The NSW Government substantially funds Golf’s Alternate Proposal and 

community sport facilities identified in the Moore Park 2040 Master Plan. 
Other funding 
opportunities identified in Golf’s submission should also be considered. 

 
2. About Sport NSW 

Sport NSW is the member-based industry association recognised by the NSW 
Government as the independent peak body for sport and active recreation in NSW. Sport 
NSW was established by the industry for the industry in 1991 to provide a strong and 
united voice for state sporting organisations (SSO), local government authorities (LGA) 
and other not-for-profit entities actively engaged in the sector. 
 
Our mission is to lead the sector in building connected, healthy and active communities. This 
is achieved through support, knowledge sharing, recognition, networking and advocacy. We 
are committed to collaborating with our members and every level of government to ensure 
that everyone in NSW can enjoy the significant benefits of sport and active recreation. 

Sport NSW directly represents more than 130 Members, including 90 State Sporting 
Organisations and 38 LGAs. Indirectly, Sport NSW represents thousands of community-
based clubs involved in the delivery, administration, promotion and development of sport 
and active recreation in NSW. 

Sport NSW is a strong, independent, united voice for the sport and active recreation 
sector. Our programs, services and events aim to lift our members’ capacity to deliver 
quality sport and active recreational experiences for their participants & volunteers. 

Sport NSW's strategy is built on four (4) pillars: 
 

Submission  
No. 19 



1. Advocate 
2. Advance 
3. Celebrate 
4. Engage 

 
This submission is consistent with Sport NSW’s commitment to advocate on behalf of our 
members to build connected, healthy and active communities by providing sport and active 
recreation opportunities for everyone in NSW. 
 

3. Background 
 

3.1. NSW Government Announcement – A new central park for Sydney 

On October 22, 2023, the NSW Government announced plans to transform 20 
hectares of the Moore Park Golf Course into a new public park for Sydney. 

 
The Premier and Minister for Planning and Public Space identified the needs of the 
growing 
communities surrounding Moore Park as the catalyst for the Government’s decision. 

Premier Chris Minns said: 

“There is huge demand from residents in the city for a variety of community sporting 
facilities in the city’s inner south, and with further density planned this will only grow.” 

Currently, there are almost 690,000 people within a 5km radius of Centennial 
Parklands. Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure population projections 
estimate that the population will rise by 100,000 people to almost 790,000 in 2041. 

NSW Government has committed $2.2b to enabling infrastructure in the 23/23 Budget to 
support the Government’s focus on increasing housing with supporting infrastructure. 

The NSW Government will repurpose the current golf course’s western boundary and 
part of the lands north of Dacey Avenue for transformed public open space and retain a 
minimum 9- hole golf course and the operation of the existing driving range and 
clubhouse. Implementation of the proposal will commence after the current operating 
agreement ends in mid-2026. 

The announcement aligns with the NSW Government’s plan to address the housing 
crisis (7 December 2023) by rebalancing housing growth across the state with a focus 
on well-located homes close to transport, jobs and existing infrastructure. 

3.2. Moore Park Golf 

Moore Park Golf Course was established in 1913, initially as 9-holes, the fundamental 
premise was to provide a playing opportunity for golfers who could not afford the fees and 
restrictions at exclusive private golf clubs. Following the founding of the Moore Park Golf 
Club in 1920, the course quickly expanded to 18-holes in 1922 to meet the significant 
demand for affordable and accessible golf. 

Moore Park Golf Course has operated on 45 hectares of public land under successive 
service agreements with the NSW Government. Moore Park Golf is one of Australia’s 



busiest Public Golf Courses, welcoming more than 500,000 users annually with more 
than 100,000 rounds of golf projected in 2024.

3.3. Moore Park Master Plan 2040

Developed over two years, Centennial Parklands released the inaugural master plan 
(Moore Park Master Plan 2040) for the precinct in 2017.

Consultation was undertaken in two stages. Initially, ‘7 Big Ideas for Moore Park’ was 
exhibited to gather feedback from the public and other stakeholders that informed a draft
plan. The draft plan was subsequently exhibited receiving over 700 responses.

The following image from the Centennial Park website identifies what respondents 
“loved” about the draft plan including the retention of an 18-hole golf course and greater 
provision for sporting facilities.

The Moore Park Master Plan sets out a framework for the long-term management (25 
years) of the precinct. The Master Plan commits to:

Better places for you to play and train

Schools, community clubs and high-performance sporting teams can look forward to 
better- maintained grounds and new all-weather fields and courts.

Community Sport

Introduce new sports related commercial activities and facilities.
Upgrade E.S. Marks Athletics Field facilities and services.
Potential for a built edge and address to Anzac Parade at E.S. Marks Athletics 
Field to create a holistic new sporting and athletics centre. Potential new uses 
could
include indoor sports facilities, fitness centre or allied health and complementary 
sports medicine opportunities.
Short-term recreation options for E.S. Marks Athletics Field could include new 
basketball and multi-purpose sporting courts around the perimeter of the athletics 
track.



 Potential to upgrade the existing undercover grandstand area and amenities at 
E.S. Marks Athletics Field 

 Upgrade sporting fields in Moore Park West following the construction of Light 
Rail. Upgrade to consider new lighting, amenities and multi-purpose fields. 

 Improve the quality of grass at Moore Park East following the removal of 
temporary, on- grass event parking, and mark out new sporting fields. Consider 
new lighting and amenities. 

 Consolidate tennis, netball, and basketball courts into a 
sporting destination at Robertson Road Fields. Consider all-weather, multi-
purpose fields and courts at existing non-turfed areas to meet future demand in a 
flexible way. 

 Upgrade/improve amenities at existing high-performance fields in Moore 
Park East and at Bat and Ball Field. 

 Restore and adaptively re-use historic Toll House for new sporting related 
activities and facilities. 

 New fitness stations along a closed pedestrian training circuit. 
 Creation of Moore Park Common (a village green) to the north-west of 

Kippax Lake providing community sporting uses such as cricket. 
 High performance fields with equitable community access. 

Golf 
 

 Introduce new golfing activities within the Moore Park Golf precinct to 
meet changing trends of golf in the future. 

 Re-configure edges of Moore Park Golf in the long term to allow greater public 
access at its perimeter while maintaining its championship length. 

 Upgrade historically significant Golf House to introduce new sport-related 
activities and facilities 

3.4. NSW Government Consultation 
 

The Government released a discussion paper in February 2024 to guide consultation 
and has committed to consult directly with the golf club regarding the remaining holes 
and operation of the clubhouse and driving range. 

The Government is seeking feedback to understand: 

 How would you like to use the new recreational area within Moore Park? 
 What would you like to see and do there? 
 What opportunities are there to reimagine golf at Moore Park? 
 What, if any, barriers are there for you in accessing this area of open space? 
 What else should we be thinking about with this proposed 

change?  

Seven core measures of success have been identified: 

1. A high-quality recreational park of 20 hectares that is easy to access and well-
connected to Inner and Eastern Sydney. 

2. A multi-use space which creates a legacy for the diverse needs of a growing city. 
3. A backyard for residents of Zetland, Waterloo, Redfern, Surry Hills and Kensington. 



4. A destination which extends the Moore Park visitor experience and retains its 
status as a sporting and entertainment hub for the community. 

5. An enhancement of the existing environmental and cultural values of 
Centennial Parklands, including Caring for Country outcomes. 

6. A future for public golf at Moore Park that retains a minimum 9-hole golf 
course, the driving range and clubhouse. 

7. A sustainable approach which enables operational excellence. 

Sport NSW has actively encouraged relevant Members, including Golf NSW and 
several other affected State Sporting Organisations to engage in the consultation 
process and provide submissions. 

4. Sport NSW’s Response 
 

Sport NSW’s response to the NSW Government’s request for feedback regarding the 
announcement in October 2023 to repurpose up to 20 hectares of the existing golf course 
into a new central park in the heart of Sydney with more green space, grassroots sport 
and recreation aligns with Golf’s (Golf NSW, Golf Australia, Australian PGA and Moore 
Park Golf Club) Alternate Proposal and the existing provisions identified for Community 
Sport in the Moore Park Master Plan 2040. 

 
4.1. Golf’s Alternate Proposal 

Sport NSW recognises and is respectful of Moore Park Golf Club’s long-term 
tenure and investment in the precinct. 

 
Sport NSW supports Golf’s position that Moore Park South can be a park for everyone and 
the home for public golf in NSW without taking away from golf. 

The Alternate Proposal submitted by Golf envisages world-class recreational and golf 
facilities for a growing Sydney that allows for retention and enhancement of the 18-hole 
golf course and maximises available open space for active recreation and active 
transport. 

 
Sport NSW is supportive of the inclusion of sporting and active recreation facilities within 
Golf’s Alternate Proposal. Further consultation will be required with a range of 
stakeholders including Sport NSW’s Members to determine what sport and active 
recreation facilities should be prioritised and where community sport infrastructure 
should be located. 

4.2. Moore Park Master Plan 2040 

The Moore Park Master Plan 2040 identifies investment in a myriad of community 
sports infrastructure located on sites within the precinct external to the existing 
golf course infrastructure. 

 
Sport NSW recognises that the Government will need to invest significantly in the 
provision of community sporting and active recreation facilities to adequately provide 
for 690k people currently living within a 5km radius of the Centennial Parklands and 
the projected additional 100k people who will move into the area by 2041. 
 
The provision of the community sporting and active recreation facilities contemplated in 
the Master Plan should be prioritised. Specifics related to the scope and location of 



facilities should follow further consultation with stakeholders and robust consideration 
of Golf’s Alternate Proposal.  
 
In conclusion, Golf’s Alternate Proposal has the potential to be a rare win-win-win 
opportunity for the Government, burgeoning local community and golf. Sport NSW is 
confident that the Alternate Proposal will effectively achieve the Government’s seven 
core measures of success. 



 

 

  

THE FUTURE OF MOORE PARK SOUTH – EARLY ENGAGEMENT  

 

Name:   Parks & Leisure Australia (NSW/ACT) 
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_________________________________________________________________________ 

About Parks and Leisure Australia  
 
Parks and Leisure Australia (PLA) is the peak industry association for professionals working 
in the sport, recreation, leisure and parks sectors across Australia.  
 
Our vision: For Australia to be the most liveable country in the world, renowned for its 
parks, sport and recreation facilities that provide the foundation for healthy communities and 
liveable towns and cities.  
 
This submission is made on behalf of Parks and Leisure NSW/ACT in response to the above 
"Have your say" and invitation from Greater Sydney Parklands to respond to the discussion 
paper on the matter. PLA NSW/ACT organisation recognises the value and importance of 
public open space to a growing community. We congratulate Greater Sydney Parklands for 
acknowledging that the provision of open space infrastructure is an important consideration 
in an area of Sydney where there is a forecast for a significant increase in population into the 
future.  
 
Public Open Spaces are important because they:  
 

 Extend small living spaces and provide areas for social interaction and economic 
activities, which improves the development and desirability of a community.  

 Benefit our health, help build a sense of community, civic identity and culture, drive 
economic growth, transform wasted space, and give a city character and enhance 
architectural diversity. 

 Have tremendous environmental benefits, improve mental health, reduce stress, 
improve concentration, and have physical and social benefits.  

 Help lower rates of crime and violence, make space for formal and informal economic 
activities, and provide services and opportunities to a diversity of users.   

 
Within the discussion paper there is little information that provides detail on the reason for 
changing the purpose of the existing public open space. Other than to make general 
statements about a future population increase (detailed on page 4 of the discussion paper).  
 
The paper indicates that the proposed changes to Moore Park South are in response to 
community feedback on how the space could be utilised in the future.  
 
PLA NSW/ACT have concerns with the approach taken on this proposal due to the following 
reasons:  
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 The proposal is to repurpose the way valuable existing public open space is being 
utilised rather than creating additional public open space in response to the expected 
growth in residents. This approach is inconsistent with best practice open space 
planning.  

 The provision of additional open space infrastructure should be strategically planned, 
then funded and provided by the future development that will occur.  

 The repurposing of Moore Park South does not appear to be supported from an 
evidence-based perspective, where data has been provided in the discussion paper 
to confirm that there is a reduction in demand for the current recreational use (golf). 
No reference is made to the measures for provision detailed in the NSW Government 
Architects Greener Places Design Guide (draft), which focuses on accessibility and 
quality of public open space in high density areas, to form the basis for repurposing 
the area for passive open space.  

 There is no confirmation of the funding mechanism and timeframe for delivery of the 
proposed changes to Moore Park South area and its repurposing for other 
recreational uses.  

 The discussion paper does not clearly articulate how the change in recreational use 
of Moore Park South is consistent with the Master Plan for Moore Park (2040) and 
how it relates to the planning for the remainder of the park.  

 The repurposing of the existing open space should be supported by data that 
demonstrates there is an economic, as well as social, benefit to the change. It should 
also be detailed how the embellishment of the area is to be funded and demonstrates 
that it delivers the most effective return on investment as part of a plan for delivery of 
open space infrastructure associated with the future development.  

 The discussion paper does not outline any other potential options available to provide 
local parkland to the incoming population nor whether any other options were 
examined. It simply identifies the repurposing of a significant portion of Moore Park 
Golf course. This is a major failing of the paper and fails to demonstrate an open, 
transparent and comprehensive planning approach to this issue.  
 

It is noted that the discussion paper, feedback has been sought specifically on the matters 
below. PLA NSW addresses these specifically:  
 
How would you like to use the new recreational area within Moore Park. What would 
you like to see and do there?  
 
Any change to the way the public open space at Moore Park South is managed should be 
evidence based and align with a strategic open space plan for the planned population. It 
should consider issues such as distribution and accessibility consistent with the NSW 
Government Architects Greener Spaces Design Guide (draft), as well as an analysis on the 
cost benefit in the broader context of open space provision in the area.  
 
What opportunities are there to reimagine golf at Moore Park?  
 
Should any change to the space be justified based on evidence, it should be detailed to the 
community the funding mechanism that will be put in place. It should be detailed how this fits 
into the broader strategic plan for the provision of open space infrastructure associated with 
the future development. This should include the role and function that all of the Open Space 
within Centennial Parklands will play in that strategic context. It should also identify the 
impacts on community use of the golf course as a result of a reduction from 18 to 9 holes 
including revised hours and availability of use for members and public users, impacts to 
services, estimated green fees increases due to reduced income and the overall financial 
viability of the golf facility as a result of the proposed changes. An independent assessment 
of these issues.  



 
 
What, if any, barriers are there for you in accessing this area of open space?  
 
The access to Moore Park South, and all open space within the area should be investigated 
through GIS mapping and open space planned in the area so that the future population has 
accessibility consistent with the NSW Government Architect’s Green Spaces Design Guide 
(draft). That is there is an open space area of at least 1,500m2 (preferably 3,000m2) within 
200m of all residential development.  
 
The constraints section of the discussion paper identifies several major challenges in 
providing local parkland at this site. This includes extremely difficult pedestrian access, 
major road corridors which effectively create pedestrian barriers, lack of amenity and a lack 
of permeability with adjoining open space. These barriers are significant and do not reflect 
best practice in open space planning.  
 
What else should we be thinking about with this proposed change?  
 
Investigations into the alternative options to meet the local open space and recreation needs 
of the future community need to be documented and shared with the community. This is a 
vital part of an evidence – based and transparent planning process and is essential to 
support any proposed repurposing of the existing recreation space at Moore Park South.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the discussion paper and we look forward to 
participating further in the process as required.  
 
Simon James 
President PLA NSW/ACT 
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_________________________________________________________________________ 

On behalf of the Alliance of Moore Park Sports (AMPS), we welcome the opportunity to 
provide feedback on the Moore Park South Discussion Paper.  
 
AMPS is a collective of the sporting clubs and governing bodies that are the tenants of 
Moore Park stadia, the Sydney Cricket Ground, and the Sydney Football Stadium. AMPS 
represents a collective voice on the future of the Moore Park precinct and our members 
include representatives of all levels of sport from grassroots through to the elite. Our 
members and fans contribute substantially to the vibrancy, culture, and economy of New 
South Wales and drive consistent and continuous visitation and positive impact on the 
Moore Park precinct and surrounding communities.  
 
AMPS is strongly supportive of the Moore Park 2040 Masterplan (MP2040), and we agree 
with the view outlined in the Discussion Paper that any changes to Moore Park South must 
consider the primary objectives of that masterplan, including:  
 

 Providing solutions for transport and access to the broader Moore Park precinct. 
 Maintaining and enhancing green open space to accommodate the changing and 

increasingly diverse sporting and recreational needs of the community referenced as 
active recreation. 

 Responding to increasing visitation and usage demands enabling Moore Park to 
become the premier destination for entertainment and sport.  

 
Moore Park is a unique entertainment, sports, and events destination and the most critical 
challenge for our members and fans is the permeability of the precinct. As the precinct 
continues to thrive and expand, it becomes increasingly apparent that the existing transport 
infrastructure is reaching its limits. On major event days, there is a need to move large 
numbers of visitors through Moore Park, and with the local population expected to rise from 
690,000 to 790,000 by 2041, this requirement is going to become more acute.  
 
The most critical access challenge is the east/west movement of visitors, with large arterial 
roads (Anzac Parade, South Dowling St-Eastern Distributor) running through the precinct 
and vehicles prioritised ahead of pedestrians and cyclists. It is vital that planning for the 
reimagined Moore Park South contemplates how to best address this challenge and allow 
for the area to operate as a singular precinct that can support the facilitation of movement for 
a large number of people. 
 
Accordingly, AMPS believes that the reimagined Moore Park South must include parking and 
active transport pathways to facilitate ease of movement through Moore Park South towards 
Centennial Park and the Stadium Precinct, supporting visitors both during the day and at 
night. 
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We also believe an opportunity exists to enhance the proposed open space offering by 
ensuring that any additional greenspace that becomes available in Moore Park South 
considers the provision for organised community sport. Moore Park is unique in that it caters 
for both community and elite sports and the provision of active recreation space for 
community sport will allow the growing local community to connect with their sporting heroes 
by playing and training in the same precinct. Community sport is pivotal in fostering positive 
community outcomes by increasing physical activity and supporting social cohesion, and we 
believe that this opportunity must be captured through this planning process.

The reimagining of Moore Park South presents a once-in-a-generation opportunity to ensure 
that Moore Park continues to be a vibrant sport and entertainment precinct to serve the 
needs of the wider Sydney community for decades to come. As key stakeholders in the 
precinct, we welcome the ability to provide this submission and comment on further details of 
the proposal once they become available for comment.

Thank you for your consideration of our submission. Please do not hesitate to contact me to 
discuss further.

Tom Harley
Chair of AMPS
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_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Eastern Suburbs Football Association in (ESFA) is the delegated Authority governing 
football in the Eastern Suburbs of Sydney. 

Our rapidly growing community enjoy the immeasurable benefits of active organised sport. In 
2024 we have recently surpassed 10,000 Winter Season play registrations. We facilitate 
organised football for males and females aged of 5 through to 85. Over the past 12 months 
we have seen growth in all age groups of participation. In 2024 we have seen a 16% 
increase in female participation and a 15% growth in children 12 years and younger. WE 
continue to see significant growth in Summer Football, in Walking Football (for Seniors) and 
our operations are only limited by available space.  

Unsurprisingly the largest areas of growth in out sport map closely to the building of 
population centres and active communities. The suburbs closest to Moore Park South are 
rapidly growing and those communities are seeking organised football parks, facilities and 
clubs to emerge in their area.  

The Eastern Suburbs Football Association wholeheartedly supports the development of open 
space that will facilitate inclusive sporting opportunities for everyone, regardless of age, 
gender, ethnicity or ability. As the largest team-based sport, football has experienced 
significant growth, particularly in women’s participation, and it’s essential we adapt and 
expand our facilities to accommodate increasing demand.  

The proposal to repurpose part of Moore Park Golf Course into a new public park presents 
an exciting opportunity to reassess needs of the local community. By creating more green 
space for activities like football, football can continue to promote physical activity, social 
cohesion, and overall well-being among residents.  

We, together with our football clubs, being communities together by providing opportunities 
for people of all ages and backgrounds to participate in football, we foster a sense of 
belonging and unity within our neighbourhoods.  

The transformation of open space will not only benefit football enthusiasts but al families, 
schools and community groups who seek accessible and inclusive recreational 
opportunities.  

Furthermore, the recent success of the FIFA Women’s World Cup has sparked renewed 
interest in football across the country, with more women and girls eager to join the sport, its 
essential that we have adequate facilities to support their participation. By integrating football 
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fields into the new parkland, we can create welcoming and safe environments where female 
athletes can thrive and inspire the next generation of players.  

We understand the importance of collaboration between community organisations, 
government and sporting clubs and associations to ensure initiatives of this scale meet the 
intended aims and interests of all parties. We’d welcome the opportunity to participate in the 
planning process to help ensure that the football needs of the community are met.  

Greg Storey 
General Manager  
Eastern Suburbs Football Association  
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Football NSW is the state governing body of football (Soccer) in New South Wales. A 
member-based, we currently have 31 associations throughout the state, 16 of which are in 
metropolitan Sydney and 15 which are in regional NSW. Recent Federal Government 
research, ‘AusPlay’ has put football as the largest team participation sport with some 1.8 
million players nationally and over 777,000 players in NSW.  
 
Football is active in every corner of NSW, football transcends race, religion, and gender to 
create community connections. Football plays an unrivalled role in bringing together the 
different cultures in Australia. Most pleasingly, the growth of female football in recent years 
across the state has been remarkable, since 2012 women’s participation in football has 
grown by 41%. Today we see female footballers making up a quarter of all participants 
across NSW. 
 
Centennial Parklands is in the Eastern Suburbs Football Association (ESFA). ESFA is one of 
the 31 local football associations across the state, and they are responsible for governance, 
competition management and the development of grassroots football in the Eastern 
Suburbs. ESFA is a true community organisation, providing football for girls and boys, men 
and women from all backgrounds and all abilities. The association has over 9,000 registered 
participants for the upcoming 2024 winter season. This is growth of almost 20% since 2022. 
 
Not only is winter football thriving, but summer football is also rapidly expanding. In the 
recent 2023/24 season there were 75,041 participants across NSW. In the 2015/16 season 
there were 32,041 registered participants. In eight years, summer football has grown by a 
remarkable 134% demonstrating that participants want to play football in both summer and 
winter season. Football is now becoming an all-year-round sport for participants with 
members choosing to play in both seasons or alternatively choosing to participate in one or 
the other. Summer football is considered a most casual form of the game with participants 
participating once a week (usually mid-week) without the addition of training.  
 
Football NSW support the proposal to transport Centennial Parklands into open space for 
the Eastern Suburbs community and Greater Sydney. This initiative aligns with our vision of 
providing inclusive sporting opportunities for everyone, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, 
or ability. As the largest team-based sport in NSW and Australia, football has experienced 
significant growth, particularly in women’s participation, and it’s imperative that we adapt and 
expand our facilities to accommodate this increasing demand.  
 
The propose to repurpose part of the Moore Park Golf Course into a new public part 
presents an exciting opportunity to address the recreational needs of the community. By 
creating more green space for activities like football, football can continue to promote 
physical activity, social cohesion, and overall well-being among residents. The Eastern 
Suburbs Football Association, as the governing body for football in this region, recognises 
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the importance of providing accessible facilities to support the health and fitness of our 
community members.  
 
With the population Eastern Suburbs set to increase significantly over the next decade, the 
demand for recreational facilities will only grow. Football NSW believes that dedicating space 
within Centennial Parklands to football fields will not only cater to the current needs of the 
community but also future-proof sporting infrastructure in the Eastern Suburbs. By investing 
in open spaces that can accommodate football, the government are investing in the health 
and happiness of eastern suburbs residents for generations to come.  
 
Football is more than just a sport; it's a platform for personal development, social interaction, 
and community engagement. By providing opportunities for people of all ages and 
backgrounds to participate in football, we foster a sense of belonging and unity within our 
neighbourhoods. The transformation of Centennial Parklands into open space will not only 
benefit football enthusiasts but also families, schools, and community groups who seek 
accessible and inclusive recreational options.  
 
Furthermore, the recent success of the FIFA Women's World Cup has sparked renewed 
interest in football across the country. With more women and girls eager to join the sport, it's 
essential that we have adequate facilities to support their participation. By integrating football 
fields into the new parkland, we can create welcoming and safe environments where female 
athletes can thrive and inspire the next generation of players.  
 
Football NSW recognises the importance of collaboration between local and state 
governments, community organisations, and sporting bodies to ensure the success of such 
initiatives. We are committed to working closely with the NSW Government, and other 
stakeholders to ensure that the needs of football players and the broader community are met 
effectively.  
 
In conclusion, Football NSW wholeheartedly supports the transformation of Centennial 
Parklands into open space for the eastern suburbs' community and Greater Sydney. By 
dedicating a portion of this iconic green space to sports fields, we can promote physical 
activity, social inclusion, and community engagement. This initiative aligns with our 
commitment to providing accessible and inclusive sporting opportunities for all, and we look 
forward to contributing to its success. Together, we can create a healthier, happier, and more 
connected community for generations to come.  
 
Daniel Ristic  
Manager Government Relations, Funding, and Infrastructure  
Football NSW   
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_________________________________________________________________________ 

On behalf of AFL NSW/ACT and Sydney Swans, I welcome the opportunity to provide 
feedback on the Moore Park South Discussion Paper.  
 
The AFL has a significant presence in the Moore Park precinct across both community and 
elite forms of our game. Moore Park is the home of the Sydney Swans AFL and AFLW 
programs – with home games at the SCG, training at Tramway Oval, and headquarters at 
the Royal Hall of Industries. From a community and pathway perspective, Bat and Ball Oval 
within Moore Park South is home to the Moore Park Tigers Junior Australian Football Club, 
UTS Bats, Sydney Swans Academy male and female programs and plays host to a year-
round social AFL Nines competition. To accommodate the surging demand for our game, we 
run AFL social and junior products all seasons in Centennial Parklands green space.  
 
The AFL is supportive of the Moore Park 2040 Masterplan (MP2040) and we agree with the 
view outlined in the Discussion paper that any changes to Moore Park South must consider 
the objectives of that masterplan, including: 
 

 Maintaining and enhancing green open space  
 Accommodating the changing and increasingly diverse sporting and recreational 

needs of visitors referenced as active recreation 
 Providing solutions for transport and access to the precinct.  

 
We believe that through this process, consideration must be given to how the Moore Park 
South precinct can support the future needs of the community and existing stakeholders to 
ensure that the broader Moore Park precinct maintains its presence as one of Australia’s 
premier public spaces.  
 
Current Challenges  
 
It is important that the planning for Moore Park South ensures that the broader Moore Park 
precinct does not become a precinct comprised of disparate parks and open space. The plan 
should allow the area to operate as a singular connected precinct that caters to all members 
of the community.  

There are a number of current challenges for open space access and community activity 
across inner Sydney. This includes the quality and quantity of existing greenspaces and 
supporting infrastructure, access to these assets, and the growing population in the region.  
 
We do not agree with the site analysis presented in the Moore Park Discussion Paper that 
there are sufficient active recreation facilities in and around Moore Park South. Bat and Ball 
Oval, located to the north of the Golf Course, is currently utilised above its carrying capacity 
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and has no off field facilities such as changerooms or adequate amenities for players, 
umpires, officials or volunteers. It is regularly used by three community AFL clubs, as well as 
school AFL competitions with its current usage averaging 30 hours per week for training and 
match play. Ball and Ball oval is the only community sporting venue within Moore Park South 
and we strongly believe that the new recreational area within Moore Park South should 
include provision for organised sport and recreation as well as passive recreation.  

Moore Park plays numerous roles to the local and broader Sydney community. It operates 
as a backyard for nearby residents, a venue for community sporting clubs and as a unique 
entertainment, sports and events precinct. Each of these functions draws a variety of user 
groups to the area and a consistent challenge for each user group is access and 
functionality of movement throughout the precinct. As outlined in the Discussion Paper, 
pedestrian access across Moore Park is challenging, with cars and other vehicles prioritised 
above cyclists and pedestrians. The most critical access challenge is the east/west 
movement of visitors – with large arterial roads (Anzac Parade, South Dowling St-Eastern 
Distributor) running through the precinct.  

Our View for Moore Park South  

This is a once in a generation opportunity to deliver additional greenspace to inner Sydney. 
We believe there is an opportunity to provide for all stakeholders to ensure that Moore Park 
continues to be the city’s premium passive and active recreation precinct. A reimagined park 
should include: 

 A new, full size oval to support community sport  
 Amenities to support community sporting participation, including universally 

accessible changerooms and storage  
 Active transport pathways to facilitate ease of movement through Moore Park South 

towards Centennial Park and the Stadium Precinct.  

Community sporting clubs bring greenspace assets to life and provide consistent and 
continuous use for a diverse range of participants. An individual participating in community 
sport will likely utilise the relevant open space up to three times per week for organised 
competition and training. Sport and active recreation bring people together and participation 
and community sport can create a sense of belonging and identity within a community. With 
58 per cent of the local community consisting of families, and over a quarter of the 
community speaking a language other than English, provision of community sporting space 
creates the opportunity for community sporting clubs to cater to these residents and play a 
critical role in enhancing physical and mental health outcomes, volunteerism and social 
cohesion.  

We fully support the provision of spaces that cater for multiple uses and different sports. As 
a code, we work with likeminded user groups to maximise the utilisation of greenspace 
across the city. Some examples include Henson Park in Marrickville which is shared 
between AFL and Rugby League, or John Fisher Park in Curl Curl which is used by both 
community AFL and Hockey. The provision of spaces that support multiple community clubs 
allows a venue to be used more frequently by a more diverse range of participants and 
fosters an ability for participants to try different sports within their local area.  

Additionally, we believe that there are opportunities to provide amenities to support a 
multitude of uses, including organised sport, community groups, functions and events. This 
would minimise the built environment and also ensure that any building are frequently 
utilised and available to all members of the community.  



We recognise there will be significant investment required to transform the existing site to 
meet the needs of the broader community. We believe that, as with other important 
community and sporting projects, co-contributions from stakeholders in the precinct with be 
forthcoming to assist the NSW Government deliver the project. As a State Sporting 
Organisation, we recognise our role is to work collaboratively with Government to create 
opportunities for more people to be active.  

We have a strong track record of co-investment in projects which create participation 
opportunities across multiple sports and would welcome the opportunity to continue to invest 
in the broader Moore Park precinct.  

The reimagining of Moore Park South presents a once in a generation opportunity to ensure 
that Moore Park continues to serve the needs of the entire Sydney community for decades 
to come, and as a key stakeholder in the precinct we are excited to work with you to bring 
this opportunity to life. 

Tiffany Robertson  
Head of AFL NSW/ACT  

Tom Harley  
Chief Executive Officer 
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Name: The Hon. Tanya Pilbersek MP, Federal Member for Sydney 

Date received: 9 April 2024 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposal to convert part of Moore Park golf 
course into a new park.  

I strongly support the NSW govenrment proposa to convert 20 hectares of Moore Park South 
into a public park, while retaining a 9-hole golf course. I congratulate you and the Premier for 
the vision you have shown in taking this decision, which I believe will benefit my constituents 
for generations to come.  

South Dowling Street is the boundary of my Federal Electorate and the green space and 
facilities provided by Moore Park South are much needed and well used by my constituents. 
This parkland is on the doorstep of my residents who predominantly live in units, town 
houses and terrace buildings often with little or no green space.  

The Sydney Electorate has some of the highest residential density in Australia and the 2021 
ABS state that 690,000 residents live wihtin a 5km radius of the Parklands with an 
expectation of 790,000 in 2041. Sydney electorate residents are happy to live with urban 
density, but having green spaces to escape to is critical for our physical and emotional 
wellbeing.  

My constituents make good use of the sporting fields and facilities of Moore Park, including 
the golf course, tennis courts, basketball, football, cricket and playing fields. These provide 
vital opportunities for fitness and socialising and should be maintained to a high standard. I 
believe the playing fields would benefit from more shade trees and seating.  

For the future of Moore Park South, I strongly support a deisgn that includes restoring 
wetlands and providing habitat for endemic plants and animals with features such as native 
grass meadows an increased canopy cover. (Measures to control feral cats and foxes may 
be necessary to encourage return of native species.) Plantings should encourage beneficial 
insects such as native bees. I beleive a natural looking park suitable for passive recreation 
would provide a much-needed refuge from the busy and densely populated suburbs nearby. 

Such natural features also lend themselves to highlighting First Nations cultural heritage and 
hitory of early contact in the area.  

A more natural environment would also support nature playfor local kids, and water play 
could be an attractive feature.  

Additional picnic shelters, BBQs, toilet facilities and seating is required for those who just 
wish to sit and enjoy the space, and those attending events and sporting facilities at nearby 
sports fields. I would also like to see a skateboard park if space permits.  
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Currently the site is cut off from the community that surrounds it by busy roads, and 
connectivity with the light rail is clumsy. Better connection to neighbouring suburbs and 
public transport should be a key feature of the design.  

I thank you again for the opportunity to contribute to what I believe will be stand out legacy 
for you and the Minns Government.   

Tanya Pibersek MP 
Federal Member of Sydney  
Minister for the Environment and Water 




