
MOORE 
PARK 
EAST
APRIL 2023
LANDSCAPE PLAN



Prepared by Greater Sydney Parklands

© NSW Government 2022

Contributors

This document has been prepared by Greater Sydney 
Parklands Trust with special thanks to:

• ASPECT Studios

• Yerrabingin

• WSP Australia

• Waters Consultancy PTY LTD

Copyright notice

This publication is copyright. You may download, 
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the wording is reproduced exactly, the source is 
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Disclaimer

While every reasonable effort has been made to 
ensure that this document is correct at the time of 
printing, Greater Sydney Parklands Trust, its agents 
and its employees, disclaim any, and all liability to any 
persons in respect of anything or the consequences 
of anything done or omitted to be done. 



Greater Sydney Parklands acknowledges the 
Traditional Custodians of the lands, waters and 
sky of Dharug, Gundungurra, Dharawal and Eora 
Country and pays respect to the Elders of these 
lands past, present and emerging. We recognise 
First Nations Peoples’ unique cultural and 
spiritual relationships to place and their rich 
contribution to society. 

We acknowledge the rights and interests of First 
Nations Peoples to be involved in the ongoing 
management of these traditional lands. We will 
work in a respectful manner with Traditional 
Custodians, Local Aboriginal Land Councils and 
First Nations communities of Greater Sydney to 
facilitate and support their custodianship of the 
parklands’ natural and cultural heritage and to 
ensure our parklands are places in which First 
Nations Peoples are included socially, culturally 
and economically.
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Moore Park East balances 
growing recreational community 
needs including sport, play and 
entertainment, while promoting 
healthy lifestyles through active 
links both to and within the park.



Table of 
Contents
THE PLACE - ABOUT MOORE PARK EAST

6

7

8

9

	








10

THE PROCESS - LISTENING TO COUNTRY AND COMMUNITY	

13

14

16

	







18

19

20

21

23

	











25

28

31

	





 35



MOORE PARK EAST LANDSCAPE PLAN 6

1 THE PLACE  
ABOUT MOORE 
PARK EAST
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The Country where Moore Park is today 
was part of an extensive complex of 
freshwater sedge wetlands and sand dunes 
extending from Botany Bay west to Shea's 
Creek, with the wetlands spring fed from 
the Botany Sands aquifer. Country was 
maintained through sustainable hunting, 
fishing, and plant collecting practices 
alongside burning regimes that all acted to 
ensure health and diversity in the land. As a 
result of this maintenance care, this 
Country provided a comfortable living place, 
rich enough in resources to allow large 
groups of people to gather together.

Movement corridors (pathways) connect 
people and Country facilitating complex 
social, ceremonial and economic 
networks. 

There are many movement corridors that 
connect the Country around Moore Park 
with others parts of Country including 
significant cultural and ceremonial places 
such as those at Hyde Park, the Brickfields, 
Prince Alfred Park, Farm Cove, Long Bat and 
Botany Bay.  

The wetlands and dunefields of the Moore 
Park Country held abundant plant and 
animal life with the plant life being both 
edible and useful for other resource 
purposes such as the construction of 
tools and weapons. 

... The extensive sheets of fresh water, the 
luxuriance of the vegetation in the bottoms 
and along the edges of the lakes and creeks, 
and perhaps even the huge mounds of loose 
sand in which it was so easy to make a nest 
and which was always dry...” The Echo, 12 June 1890

The Freshwater lagoons and soaks that 
characterised the Country around Moore 
Park can be seen in this early map of 
the area (1820-1840). That includes the 
current suburbs of Redfern, Chippendale, 
Centennial Park, Alexandria and Zetland. 

Taken from report commissioned for this project - Moore Park East & Golf Precinct, Aboriginal Cultural 
Values Report - Feb 2022, Waters Consultancy PTY LTD

Aboriginal History 
of Moore Park and 
Surrounds

Movement Corridors 
(Pathways)

Resource 
Country

Lagoons 
and Soaks

Wetlands and 
Sand Dunes

Prior to the impact of British colonists 
the Moore Park area contained rich 
ecological diversity in the form of 
wetlands, swamplands, woodlands and 
sandhills. 

One of the key wetlands in this system was 
the Lachlan Swamps, an extensive system 
that once covered 6000 hectares with some 
areas still present within Centennial Park. 
Moore Park was formed on the western 
edge of the Lachlan Swamps.

... a swamp heathland mosaic of Eastern 
Suburbs Banksia Scrub (ESBS) growing on 
sand dunes and ridges, interspersed with 
estuarine and freshwater wetlands...” 
Hamilton & Penny, 2014:86

Natural and 
Cultural Heritage

1 The Place
About Moore Park East

Greater Sydney Parklands (GSP) 
acknowledges the Gadigal people of the 
Eora Nation as the traditional custodians 
of the Country on which the Parklands has 
been constructed. As part of our 
custodianship role, we wish to continue 
moving forward in a respectful partnership 
with the community in Caring for Country 
together.
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Urban 
Context

Moore Park East urban context

The Place
About Moore Park East

Centennial Parklands encompasses Centennial Park, 
Moore Park (including the Entertainment Precinct) and 
Queens Park, in total around 360 hectares. The three 
main parks (excluding the Entertainment Precinct) 
are listed on the State Heritage Register of NSW, 
and various components within the Parklands are of 
national, state or local heritage significance.

Centennial Parklands is approximately 5 km south-east 
of Sydney’s central business district. The boundaries 
of the Parklands are across or adjacent to four local 
government authorities:

• City of Sydney

• Randwick City Council

• Woollahra Municipal Council

• Waverley Council

With more than 30 million visits per year, Centennial 
Parklands is one of the world’s leading public parklands. 
In Sydney it is known as ‘the lungs of the city’. Part of 
Greater Sydney Parklands, it also contains some of the 
most historically and socially significant urban spaces 
in Australia.



Moore Park 2040
Future Directions

8

01 Introduction
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Urban Context
Moore Park sits within an urban environment that is
undergoing substantial change and growth, with a
number of Sydney’s important transport projects
and renewal precincts at its front door. The rapidly
growing population in neighbouring areas will
increase pressure and demands on the use of the
Park:
_The Green Square urban renewal precinct lies to

the south west of Moore Park. This area is expected
to grow to 60,000 new residents by 2030. With no
sizeable green space provision, this will place
increasing demands and pressures on the use of
Moore Park

_Access to Moore Park is an ongoing challenge.
Although the majority of visitors arrive by car, there
is a large percentage (40-50%)* who arrive by foot.

_Light rail will increase the number of people
arriving to the Park by public transport, however, it
is expected that walking will continue to be a
popular mode of access during events, particularly
from surrounding residential areas

_Pedestrian traffic from Central Station typically
follows Foveaux and Fitzroy Streets. This route has
a steep gradient and inadequate crossing capacity
at Drivers Triangle creating safety concerns during
large events. Devonshire Street has been identified
as the new pedestrian and transportation corridor
linking Moore Park to Central Station, via the
Devonshire Street pedestrian tunnel. It is
envisaged that this will link directly to Albert Tibby
Cotter Bridge, providing direct access between
Central Station and Sports Stadia.

*CBD and SE Light Rail Project - Environmental Impact Statement,
2013

MOORE 
PARK CENTENNIAL 

PARK

QUEENS PARK

0 225 450 675 900
Met er s

LGAs

Proposed light rail 
stop within Moore 
Park vicinity

Existing heavy rail 
station within Moore 
Park vicinity

Green Square urban 
renewal precinct

Proposed new open 
space within Green 
Square precinct

Existing open space

Existing shared bridge

Proposed bridge to 
be delivered with new 
light rail stop

Pedestrian entry

Existing wall / fence

Proposed new 
square within Green 
Square Precinct

Proposed light rail route

Figure_1.3. Existing pedestrian and public transportation network including planned capital works project and projected population growth in surrounding areas

*Map references:
 _ Strategic concept study: improved pedestrian 
and cyclist connection between Central Railway 
Station and Moore Park, March 2014

 _ Amendment to South Sydney DCP 1997: Urban 
Design - Part G: Special Precinct No.9 Green 
Square (Lachlan Precinct) and Part H: Green 
Square Town Centre

 _ Existing and Proposed Public Open Space in 
Green Square (2014)

 _ forecast.id.com.au 
 _ www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/vision/
major-developments/green-square

 _ atrf.info/papers/2011/2011_Brooker_Uddin.pdf

Moore Park is in the midst of a changing city.
Upwards of 60,000 extra people are estimated to be moving in
around Moore Park over the next 20 years.
With no sizeable additional green space close to the city, Moore
Park must utilise its green space to cope with increasing demands
whilst ensuring the conservation integrity of these spaces is a
priority.

Proposed Aquatic 
Centre within Green 
Square Precinct

Moore Park boundary

Proposed major 
boulevards within Green
Square urban renewal 
precinct

Existing light rail route

Existing train route

Leasehold boundary
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Moore Park East is a 22-hectare portion of the 
115-hectare regional park, Moore Park.

It provides open space amenity to multiple high-density, 
inner-city residential and mixed-use suburbs of Sydney’s 
inner city. 

It provides access to the Randwick – Circular Quay Light 
Rail service at the Moore Park stop and to Tibby Cotter 
Bridge, a generous pedestrian and cycling connection 
to Surry Hills over Anzac Parade. The park also provides 
home training fields for professional sporting teams the 
Sydney Swans (AFL) and the Sydney Roosters (rugby 
league).

It is a multifunctional and historic park in a constrained 
urban environment, that endeavors to balance the 
needs of the local community as well as the major 
entertainment and sporting stadia adjacent. 

Neighbourhood 
Context

Existing pedestrian and public transportation network including planned capital works project and projected population in surrounding areas

Moore Park Master Plan 2040

Population numbers from 2021 Census

Waterloo Zetland 32 248

Redfern 15 255

Surry Hill 17 894

Darlinghurst 12 853

Paddington 12911

Centennial Park 2 376

The Place
About Moore Park East
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In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic we have a whole new appreciation 
for how important public spaces are for individual and community 
well-being. They are the places where community comes alive, where 
connections are strengthened, experiences are shared and a sense of 
belonging is fostered. 

As the density of our inner-city areas increase, so does the demand 
for open space, and our existing public spaces must be protected, and 
adaptable, to provide the environmental and recreational amenity we need 
to maintain healthy lifestyles now, and for generations to come.  

Moore Park East has long been a destination for sport and physical activity 
but it’s availability for passive recreation and overall landscape quality has 
been limited by its secondary function as an event overflow parking area. 

The GSPT Act 2022 has provided the legislation necessary to permanently 
remove carparking from the park and the Sydney Football Stadium 
Redevelopment includes  a purpose-built facility (off Driver Avenue), 
providing Greater Sydney Parkland’s with a unique opportunity to revitalise 
Moore Park East. 

Our 
Opportunity

The Moore Park East precinct is bounded by Moore Park Road to the north Lang Road to the south, Anzac Parade to the west and sports and entertainment precincts 
to the east. The Precinct includes Driver Avenue along its eastern boundary. Carparking removal as legislated in the Greater Sydney Parklands Trust Act 9 2022.

The Place
About Moore Park East
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Planning 
Context

Moore Park Master Plan 2040

Moore Park is one of Australia’s most significant parks and is 
widely loved as part of inner Sydney’s ‘green lungs’. It includes 
magnificent landscapes and significant heritage features 
across 115 hectares of public open space. 

Building a strong vision of ‘A place for everyone’, the Master 
Plan sets out the framework for the sustainable use, 
management and renewal of Moore Park, while protecting its 
core values.  

The Master Plan outlines four guiding principles:  

Moore Park Key Takeouts
• Create an Entertainment Boulevard with pedestrian and 

cycle priority along Driver Avenue
• Improve pedestrian and cycle access to Entertainment 

Quarter and sports stadia
• Continuous pedestrian and cyclist paths
• Enhance green open space following the progressive 

removal of the temporary event on-grass parking in Moore 
Park East

• Maintain, enhance and interpret the historic Kippax Lake 
while maintaining its importance as a destination for social 
and cultural activities

• Introduce appropriate aquatic plantings to maintain a 
healthy aquatic habitat

The Moore Park Master plan 2040 (2017) has been a foundational guide 
for the creation of the Moore Park East Landscape Plan. It translates the 
strategic objectives and vision of the master plan as a `park for everyone’ 
through place-based design, ground-truthed through consultation and 
engagement. 

The landscape plan shows how we can provide greater community amenity 
through:

• More trees and ‘greening’ of the Park

• Improved access for pedestrians and cyclists

• Greater provision for passive recreation

• Greater emphasis on Aboriginal heritage and culture

• Proposed new and enhanced facilities for high performance and
community sport

• Integration with the Light Rail network - prioritising pedestrian safety
during event mode

The proposed landscape renewal at Moore Park East contributes to the 
ambition for Greater Sydney to be home to quality parklands, a greater 
network of connections to green open spaces and an ongoing commitment 
to caring for the environment, as set out in the NSW Government’s 50-year 
Vision for Greater Sydney’s Open Space and Parklands.

1. Preserving the green space and heritage; conserve the
green space and protect the Park’s natural, built and
cultural heritage.

2. Better connected and more permeable; increase public
access to and across the Park while breaking down barriers
to pedestrian and cyclist flow.

3. Improved visitation and participation; a place for all to play;
balancing community and high-performance sports and
leisure activities with world-class entertainment and events.

4. Improving sustainability; strengthen the Park’s social,
environmental and financial sustainability.

The Moore Park East Landscape Plan sits within a greater Plan of 
Management for Centennial Parklands that includes Centennial Park 
and Queens Park. The landscape plan will align itself with the overall 
strategic vision for the Park to secure its sustainable future. 

Centennial Parklands’ 
Planning Framework

50-Year Vision for 
Greater Sydney’s 
Open Space and 

Parklands

Greater Sydney 
Parklands Trust 
Act 2022 No 9

Centennial Park 
and Moore Park 
Trust Act 1983

Centennial Parklands 
Plan of Management  

2018 and beyond

Conservation 
Management Plan

Moore Park 
Master Plan 2040

Moore Park East 
Landscape Plan

Tree 
Master 

Plan

The Place
About Moore Park East




