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Park History

1800’s 1830’s 1840’s 1850’s - 60’s

 _Moore Park is located within a network of tracks 
from British Colonial occupation, which followed 
the new settlement at Sydney Cove to Botany Bay. 
These cut across the Botany Sands expanse and 
evolved into a weaving alignment among the sand 
hills, ponds and wetlands. The main track which 
once meandered through the study area was 
known as the Old Botany Road.
 _Moore Park comprised 378 acres (153 Ha) and 
provided a major portion of Sydney’s Second 
Common as proclaimed by Governor Macquarie on 
the 5th October 1811.

 _The Lachlan Swamps Water Reserve was 
established within the Common in 1837, its naming 
commemorating Governor Lachlan Macquarie’s 
vision for establishing the commons.
 _Water was delivered by 1830 and was an incentive 
for relocating the Military Barracks to the north 
western edge of the Common. 
 _Planning commenced in 1836 to relocate the 
Military Barracks from George Street, Sydney and a 
vertical bore sunk into the Tunnel Reserve. 

 _Victoria Barracks was constructed 1841 – 1846 
using locally quarried sandstone and was occupied 
by British troops up until 1870. The military used 
the expanses of the Common for marching, drilling 
and military parades whilst the engineers utilised 
the ponds as exercises in bridge building.
 _In 1851 a grant of land within the Common was 
given to the British army for use as a soldiers 
cricket ground and a garden. The first match was 
played in 1854.
 _Another walled space was created in the south 
western corner of the Common for use as a 
cemetery. It was contained by the landforms of 
Mount Steel and Mount Rennie in an area now 
occupied by the Moore Park Golf Course.

 _In 1850 the government proclaimed a new road 
from Botany Road to Coogee. This roadway became 
known as Randwick Road and from 1918 as Anzac 
Parade. A sandstone obelisk was erected on the 
parade and lines of centre planting of palms and 
later poplars on the road verges. Moore Park Road 
later linked Drivers Triangle with Old South Head 
Road c. 1875.
 _In order to maintain the road Trusts were 
established and appointed in 1854 and tolls 
instigated with the first Toll house built and opened 
in 1855 close to the existing toll house below 
Mount Steel. This toll house was replaced by a 
stone structure nearby which still exists and is now 
part of the Moore Park Golf Course grounds. 
 _During March and April 1867 a considerable 
number of men were employed in levelling a 
portion of the Moore Park in preparation for the 
planting of ornamental trees and the laying out of 
recreation grounds.

In 2016 we will celebrate the 

150th anniversary of Moore 

Park’s dedication for public 

recreational purposes.

The area was originally part of Governor Lachlan 
Macquarie’s ‘Second Sydney Common’. After being 
set aside for public recreation space in 1866, it was 
renamed ‘Moore Park’ – after Charles Moore, who 
was Mayor of the City of Sydney at the time.

From the very beginning, Moore Park was the centre 
of Sydney’s recreation, sporting and entertainment 
activities. Within the first couple of years, the area 
was transformed through the creation of sports 
facilities, the Zoological Garden and the 
Showgrounds. The extensive Sydney tram system 
serviced Moore Park, with one of the largest annual 
drawcards to the Park being the Royal Easter Show 
(which was held at Moore Park for 115 years).

As Sydney’s population grew and the needs for 
outdoor recreation diversified, more ‘attractions’ 
were introduced to Moore Park, as long as they were 
considered to be ‘for the good of the community’.

By the end of the 19th century Moore Park was 
Sydney’s most popular sporting and entertainment 
precinct. It featured a cricket ground, sporting 
stadium, golf course, racecourse, showground and 
public sporting fields.

Throughout the 20th century the use of buildings 
within Moore Park evolved, with the growing 
importance of the Hordern Pavilion and Royal Hall of 
Industries as exhibition and event spaces. 
Interestingly, the Royal Hall of Industries has had 
periods of being used as a dance hall, ice skating 
venue and military administrative quarters to 
support the war efforts during times of global 
conflict.

Today Moore Park continues to be an important 
active green space for the City of Sydney.

Line of roads leading to Botany 1850

Second Sydney Common. Parish of Alexandria Map 

nd. c. 1830

Military Parades. ISN

Summary below extraced from Moore Park Heritage 

Report by CAB Consulting. Refer to Volume 2 for full 

report
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1870’s XXXX XXXX XXXX

 _In 1878 the old Military Cricket Ground became the 
NSW Cricket Association Ground. A new pavilion 
was constructed and the 12 acres of ground was 
enclosed by a nine foot high paling fence with a 
plantation of shade trees throughout the enclosed 
circle of ground. Two entrances were made directly 
off Randwick Road, one for vehicles and one for 
pedestrians.
 _By 1879 Cleveland Street was extended through 
Moore Park to join Randwick Road adjacent to the 
Toll house and was aligned to avoid one of the 
larger water bodies of the Park. The landform 
depression and pond were previously enclosed by a 
hardwood paling fence, which became the 
Zoological Gardens.
 _In 1881 The Royal Agricultural Society acquired ten 
acres of Moore Park adjacent to the Association 
Cricket Ground and the Rifle Range.

 _An extension of the tramline from Moore Park to 
Randwick was completed by the end of 1880 
 _The Showgrounds first exhibition was held in 1882. 
The Showgrounds had a common boundary with 
the Cricket Ground and the Volunteers Rifle Range. 
Shade trees comprising Moreton Bay Figs and 
Monterey Pines were planted along these 
boundaries, to define territory and to screen 
competing activities.
 _The rapid development of organised sport in the 
latter half of the 19th Century was expressed in 
Moore Park in the 1880s. Australian Rules Football 
and English Association Football was played in 
1880 in Moore Park. The course of the Australian 
Golf Club was established in 1882.
 _From the late 1870s the Councils of Woollahra and 
Paddington lobbied for the use of the Water 
Reserve as a public park. This was the favoured use 
by many people when the Water Reserve ended its 
usefulness as a water supply in 1886.

 _Following  the closure of the Rifle Range in the 
1890s the land along Moore Park Road became 
available. It had been used for sporting activities of 
cricket and football on an informal basis. The 
Military retained a portion and yet another portion 
was subdivided for housing (that area north of the 
Rifle Range boundary now marked by Poate Road) 
whilst the remainder became the second oval for 
the Sydney Cricket Ground and the Sydney Sports 
Ground.
 _A new road linked all of the sporting and 
Showground developments and connected with 
Lang Road to provide a network of roads to support 
the developed lands of Moore Park. The new road 
was called Driver Avenue and its name 
commemorates Richard Driver, a solicitor to the 
City Council who was instrumental in gaining 
control of the Military Cricket Ground for the NSW 
Cricket Association.

 _In 1917 Randwick Road was widened, the Norfolk 
Island Pines removed and a centre planting bed 
constructed for horticultural display, an obelisk 
erected, the original Moore Park gates relocated 
and its name changed to Anzac Parade.
 _The Zoological Society Gardens was removed to 
Taronga in Mosman from 1916. The site was 
replaced by Sydney Girl’s High School between 
1919 and 1921 and was later joined with Sydney 
Boy’s High School opening in 1928. 
 _In 1926 the Moore Park Golf Club was constructed 
on top of Mount Rennie and the former toll house 
gained two wings for conversion to utilitarian 
functions for the golf course.

 _In the inter war period the Showground expanded 
significantly, a brick walled entity now occupying 
part of the former Rifle Range Reserve and 
extending up to Moore Park Road. At the time, it 
resembled a mediaeval walled village with an 
urban character in direct contrast to the grassy 
expanses of the rest of Moore Park.  
 _In 1936 the Sydney Athletics Field in Moore Park 
south and dating from 1906 was renamed the 
E.S.Marks Field and many associated buildings 
constructed and a cinder track completed in 1947.

1930’s onwards1900’s1890’s1880’s

Anzac Parade and Obelisk c. 1922

South Dowling Street 1937

1930s Aerial view of terraced Mt. Lang and the palm 

avenues of MacArthur Avenue and Gregory Avenue

Moore Park Panorama c.1871

Moore Park Panorama c.1871

Randwick Road 

and Grand Drive 

intersection 

showing line of 

Norfolk Island 

Pines. 1901

Boundary of Centennial Park and Moore Park c. 1890

Centre Show ring Moore Park 1882

Showground in Moore Park 1882

Source: Town and Country Journal, 8 April 1882

Source: Town and Country Journal, 8 April 18824
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Images 1-12: Extracted from Moore Park 

Heritage report, by CAB Consulting Pty Ltd; 

refer to Volume 2
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Key Plantation Dates

The history and planning of tree planting is a 
defining aspect of Moore Park as it provides the area 
with its own unique landscape character.  The 
quality of this character is inevitably affected by 
alterations to this landscape so strategies for 
removal or planting of trees must be carefully 
considered.

 _Along Anzac Parade, a plantation of an avenue of 
Fig Trees occurred before the beginning of 20th 
Century. A number of trees in this avenue will 
require removal due to the construction of the light 
rail.
 _Along the Eastern Distributor/South Dowling 
Street, there has been significant disturbance to 
the original plantation due to infrastructure 
demands. As such, the planting has lost its avenue 
nature and has led to a ‘disruption’ of character.
 _Original planting along Dacey Avenue, Federation 
Way/Lang Road, Cleveland Street remain in good 
condition.
 _The entertainment precinct has a relatively young 
and diverse planting arrangement
 _The Moore Park East Precinct is varied in its tree 
planting. There is a combination of both old and 
relatively young planting around the lakes and 
Park. However, along Driver Avenue the planting is 
not strongly defined.
 _Both Moore Park West Precinct and Robertson 
Road Precinct have sparse plantations where the 
trees in the region are mostly Ficus.
 _Moore Park Golf Course Precinct has a more 
diverse planting arrangement, with pockets of 
native planting.

 _In 1990 Moore Park and the former Showground 
came under the care and management of the 
Centennial Park and Moore Park Trust. 
 _In 1998 the Royal Agricultural Society moved its 
Showground to Homebush Bay and the facilities 
were utilised by Fox Studios as a working studio 
and public entertainment precinct. Also in the 
same year the Equestrian Centre facilities were 
refurbished by the CPMPT.
 _In 1999 South Dowling Street was widened and 
Anzac Parade modified to accommodate the 
Eastern Suburbs Distributor road infrastructure.

 _In 2001 The Grand Drive through Moore Park was 
renamed Federation Way with the gateway at the 
Cleveland Street Anzac Parade intersection 
reconfigured as an urban plaza named Federation 
Place designed by Tzannes Architects.
 _In 2002 the Moore Park Bus Interchange area was 
completed to the design of Spakman Mossop 
Michaels Landscape Architects. This included the 
row planting and toilet facilities based around 
Macarthur Drive and new planting on the Gregory 
Avenue alignment together with the conservation 
of some of the Hills Figs and the former tram shed 
building.
 _In 2004 the CPMPT relocated and restored the 1909 
Bandstand Rotunda to the northern end of Moore 
Park West and in 2006 prepared a Plan of 
Management for ‘the parklands’.
 _In 2009, A Korean War Memorial was opened in 
Moore Park.

1990’s onward 2000’s onward

Federation Place, 

Gateway and 

Federation Way 2001

Moore Park Bus 

Interchange

Figure_3.1. Key Plantation Dates  Map

1 2

Images 1-2: Extracted from Moore Park 

Heritage report, by CAB Consulting Pty Ltd; 

refer to Volume 2 Source: CAB Consulting and HASSELL
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Statement of Historical 

Significance

Moore Park together with Centennial Park comprise 
the remnant public open space of the former Sydney 
Common dedicated by Governor Macquarie in 1811 
within the Botany Sands system.

The cultural landscape is distinctive, created by bold 
plantations which defined public roads, open 
grassed spaces and built spaces utilised for 
sporting or entertainment activities.

The Park is associated with active sport and leisure 
developing from early Military uses, including 
parades, training, gardening and sports, particularly 
cricket and football.

The design and layout of the Park is associated with 
Charles Moore (alderman and Mayor of Sydney), 
Charles Moore (Director of Sydney Botanic Gardens 
1848 – 1896) and Joseph Henry Maiden (Director of 
Sydney Botanic Gardens 1896 – 1924).

The Park also contain a number of commemorative 
structures and spaces which celebrate former 
Mayors of Sydney and sporting figures as well as the 
Great War of 1914 – 1918.

The Park was also the home of the Royal Agricultural 
Society’s Showground from 1882 to 1997.

Source: CAB CONSULTING PTY LTD

The Sydney Common (until 1866)

Anzac Parade (formerly Randwick 
Road) significance:
_Remnant of early road alignment
_Early tree planting 
_First AIF paraded down road 
on their way to Circular Quay for 
overseas service

*Location of past uses are indicative only

Tram Network

Busby’s Bore Shaft

Dam Embankment

Cemetery

Rifle Range

Kippax Lake  
(a formalised 
remnant of the 
Lachlan Swamp)

Zoological 
Gardens

Toll House

Sydney Cricket 
Ground

Showground

First Toll 
House

Busby’s Pond

Royal Agricultural 
Society Grounds

Figure_3.2. Historical Summary Map
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The Place

Moore Park is:
 _One of three urban parks within Centennial 
Parklands stretching over 146 hectares
 _Six distinct precincts, each with its own 
complexities and diverse users
 _The “backyard” of a growing number of visitors, 
from Paddington to Green Square and the wider 
region
 _Unique, comprising an entertainment and event 
precinct within an expansive area of open space
 _A valuable metropolitan asset for active and 
passive recreation located in close proximity to 
Sydney’s CBD
 _Plays a critical role in the environmental health of 
Sydney, providing much needed habitat and refuge 
for native flora and fauna, and filters excess 
stormwater runoff from the surrounding urban 
catchment. 

 _SITE LOCATION
Moore Park is located three kilometres south east of 
the Sydney Central Business District. It is of 
historical importance in the development of Sydney 
as a city, being part of Sydney’s Second Common, 
Moore Park has always been used for active 
recreation. 

The Park is located within the City of Sydney Local 
Government Area (LGA), and is bordered by 
Randwick City Council LGA to the south and south 
east. Woollahra LGA is also closely located and sits 
to the north east of Moore Park at the edge Oxford 
Street.

Its surrounds are areas of great urban diversity, 
ranging from the federation homes around 
Centennial Parklands, to inner city terrace housing 
to the north in Paddington, Surry Hills and Redfern 
and the former industrial land to the south-west in 
Zetland and Alexandria. 

It is largely associated with the geological unit 
referred to as the Botany Sands, a system of sand 
dunes and lakes formed in post glacial times. The 
nature of the place is also characterised by 
outcropping Hawkesbury Sandstone to the north 
and west as well as Wianamatta Shale at Drivers 
Triangle and Surry Hills to the west. Much of the 
natural topography has been modified for 
recreational use and sporting activities.

SPORT & RECREATION 
USES:

27 sport and recreation 
activities

616,254 sports participants 
annually

38,211 hours of booked 
participation in 2012/13

Sport and recreation use in 
the precinct is at capacity

Use is spread over elite and 
community groups

ENTERTAINMENT USES:

SC&SGT hold nearly 100 sport 
and concert events annually

Approximately 1.5million  
attend sport and concert  

events annually

Approximately 62 
entertainment events held 

annually

photo by Phil Quirk

photo by Chris Gleisner

photo by Phil Quirk
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The People

Recent in-park visitor research conducted by 
Taverner Research in 2013 and 2014 provides useful 
information about existing users of Centennial 
Parklands as a whole and Moore Park specifically. 
The report notes that the findings for Moore Park are 
not a true reflection of Moore Park users overall. 
Results are based on two sets of data taken from an 
online survey. The first data had 1,035 responses 
whilst the second had 1,073. In summary:

 _Extrapolated data estimates that between  
1.60 - 1.69 million people visited Centennial 
Parklands, of which, approximately 25 and 28 
million visits were made.
 _Amongst all respondents more than half were 
aware of Centennial Parklands prior to taking part 
in the research (50% - 57%)
 _Moore Park was reported as the most visited park 
within Centennial Parklands with two out five 
surveyed indicating having visited or passed 
through at least once in the past 12 months.
 _Location was determined as the key driver of 
visitation to Centennial Parklands, with the Eastern 
Suburbs having highest visitation figures. The City 
& Inner South, Inner South West and Inner West 
regions also had consistently high visitation figures 
where as Outer South West or Central Coast 
regions had the least.
 _Younger people were the most likely to have visited 
Centennial Parklands,  with more than 50% 16 - 24 
year olds and 60% of 25 - 34 year olds having 
visited. Interestingly, the activities undertaken 
amongst visitors did not differ between younger or 
older respondents.
 _At least half of all visits to Centennial Parklands 
occurred on weekends based on data collected 
across W1 and W2, with Saturday being the most 
popular day to visit (34-36%).
 _Excluding weekends, there is a skew for visitations 
to occur later in the week (Monday, 6% to Friday 
11%).
 _The main reasons for visiting Centennial Parklands 
centred on enjoyment of the outdoors and the use 
of the three parks as a social meeting place
 _Slightly less than one out of six (13-14%) visitors 
visited weekly, while less than two out of five 
(36-38%) visitors visited only once throughout the 
past 12 months.

 _Awareness of activities available at Centennial 
Parklands was highly varied with respondents 
mistakenly believing services never provided by 
Centennial Parklands were actually offered.
 _Just under half (45%) of all respondents were 
unaware that Centennial Parklands is celebrating a 
milestone anniversary, with less than one out of 
five (18%) correctly identifying that 2013 marked 
the 125th anniversary of Centennial Parklands.
 _In the Moore Park precinct, the Entertainment 
Quarter was the venue with the most visitors, with 
one out of five (19-20%) respondents indicating 
having visited within the past 12 months.
 _Of those who had been to Centennial Park, 17% 
were unable to nominate a specific venue they 
visited, indicating they used the parklands as a 
thoroughfare or visited other venues not listed.
 _Three main areas were identified as highly valued 
within the parklands; being a place to appreciate 
the beauty of nature, as a place ‘to relax’, and to 
enjoy the landscape. Being of environmental value 
and a place to spend time with others.
 _Of those who had increased visitation, the main 
reasons expressed were: enjoyment of the 
environment (11-20%), finding it to be a calm and 
relaxing place(11-19%), the holding of social/family 
gatherings (11-18% ), attending more events 
offered by Centennial Parklands (11%)
 _Positively, the main reasons nominated by visitors 
to explain their drop in visitation frequency, were 
circumstantial and not related to a lack of interest, 
dissatisfaction or issues with Centennial Parklands 
and its offerings.
 _The time spent at the venues offered at Centennial 
Parklands varied from less than an hour to over 4 
hours with the average time being approximately 
2-3 hours
 _The majority (71-77%) of visitors who had made 
purchases at Centennial Parklands reported having 
spent $100 or less.

In a meeting with the Community Consultative
Committee (April 2014) group members commented 
on the need to visit Moore Park at different times of 
day / week in order to obtain feedback from a cross 
section of park users. Existing networks, resident 
organisations and sporting groups will play an 
important role in accessing a range of users as part 
of the engagement process to support the Master 
Plan.

MANY STAKEHOLDERS AND USER GROUPS
Balancing needs and interests

Figure_3.3. Key Stakeholders by Grouping (source: Elton Consulting)
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  Elected Representatives  
(all levels of government)

  NSW State government 
agencies and authorities

  Councils & RDC

  Commercial and 
institutional neighbours

  Leasees and licencees

  Elite sport (players, fans 
and sponsors)

  Community sport (players, 
supporters and volunteers)

  Entertainment events

  Peak bodies, community 
organisations and 
advocacy groups

  Local community  
(residents and users)

  Wider community … 
regional and metro  
(users/potential users)

  Academics and 
educational�institutions

  Media

LesseesLessees


